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At Church today Bernie mentioned the people she had seen planting trees on the Rotary trail.
These folks were members of my Rotary club. We have started a campaign 85 for 85. This
means we want to plant 85 trees to celebrate the 85th anniversary of our Rotary clubs
foundation in Chilliwack. People can sponsor one of the trees perhaps in memory of a
deceased loved one. They can then take part in maintenance and watering of the tree and will
be acknowledged on our and the city website. . There is quite a waiting list to get a bench
dedicated to a loved one ,but there is no similar waiting-list for these trees. The Rotary Club of
Chilliwack is celebrating our 85th birthday in 2019. To celebrate, we’re offering the
opportunity for community members to plant a tree commemorating a special person in their
life. Our goal is to plant at least 85 trees this year. We’ve partnered with the Cannor Nursery,
City of Chilliwack, School District #33, Sto:lo Nation, University of the Fraser Valley and the
Ministry of Forests to offer a number of public areas available for planting. Simply choose the
type of tree, a location, a date and if the tree is to honour someone special in your life. We’ll
arrange the rest and contact you when your tree is ready for planting. You can take part in the
planting, or leave it to our volunteers.We’re undertaking this project not only to celebrate our
birthday, but also to celebrate the citizens of Chilliwack who have lived, loved and thrived in
our community. Trees are $185 each, and will come with a Gator bag to automatically water
the tree. The trees will be maintained by our partners for the first two years after planting.
https://www.chilliwackrotary.com/85for85

Pastors Bit

Praying for your speedy recovery
‘cause we miss your words of wisdom

Notes from the Chair:

A tradition for our family at Thanksgiving is that after the meal we all take turns
around the table and share the things we are most grateful for. I’m sure that many
of you have the same tradition.
I would like to share those things that I am most grateful for at Christ Lutheran
Church:
• Our Congregation - loving, caring, sharing of talent and service, willing to help
out and all the wonderful things a Christian Congregation should be.
•
• Pastor Dean as our shepherd and leader.
•
• The Executive of the Council who have put in many hours dedicated to the
Congregation in organization and leadership.
•
• The Council members who have dedicated time and service ensuring that all
the activities within the Church fit within the parameters of the new Constitution.
•
• The Committee members who have organized business processes, activities
and events, applied for and received programming funds for the Congregation
and services to the community.
•
Pastor Dean did an eloquent job of listing many of those activities and events
which have been accomplished so far this year at the Harvest fest.

All in all we are all blessed and should be thankful.

Council and Committees are continuing in planning more for the year 2020.
There will be more opportunities for you to participate in. There will also be
more opportunities to provide service to the community. As these
opportunities come up, I’m sure the Committees will make you aware.
Council, at present is working on a proposed budget for the year 2020.
Although our financial situation is not dire at the moment, unforeseen costs for
the smoke alarm and elevator repairs have devastated our 2019 budget. We
are working hard to decrease the deficit for next year and unfortunately our
committees will have less financial room for their activities. We will be
presenting a proposed budget at a Special Congregational Meeting to be held
early in December.
Council is also aware that it will be time for an Annual General Meeting (AGM)
early in the new year. It will be an opportunity for our Committees to share
what they have accomplished and what they are planning for the next year.
This will also be an excellent time for congregational input into the planned
activities presented by Committee members.
We are also at he time of year when we will be looking for CounselMembers for
2020. Some of the present Council will be staying on, however there will be
vacancies that will need filling. As a reminder, our new Constitution allows for
the Congregation to elect up to 12 Council Members. The Council Members at
their first meeting will elect their Executive and determine which Committee
they will join.
May our good Lord bless all of you and may we accept that blessing and share
it with others.
Klaus Werner Chair

Welcome to the Season of Advent
Advent marks the passage of time as we wait.
Despite all evidence to the contrary, Advent is about the art of waiting – now is the time for
slowing down and leaning together, as we gather in the darkness to wait for the light.
As twenty-first century people, we are not good at either embracing darkness or slowing
down...but it is in the waiting that we learn about ourselves and others...But Advent is not all
doom and darkness, as each week we coax forth light through the lighting of the Advent
wreath candles.

Advent Wreath Devo4ons for Families
Week 1: A Week of Hope
If your family doesn’t already have an Advent wreath, buy or make a simple circular wreath
that’ll hold four or 5 candles. These candles remind us of the approaching birthday of Jesus,
the light of the world.
According to tradition, each candle has a special meaning. The first one, usually purple, is
called the candle of hope. People in the Old Testament knew that God had promised to send
a Saviour. And we’re filled with hope because we know that Jesus came to Earth on the first
Christmas so he could tell people about God and die for our sins.
Light the first candle on your Advent wreath and read aloud Romans 15:13. Then share
some ways that you’re filled with hope because you know Jesus
Week 2: A Week of Prepara0on
The second candle on an Advent wreath, usually purple, represents preparation. Just as we
get our homes and churches ready for Christmas, we also get our hearts ready for baby
Jesus.
As a family, brainstorm a list of things you do to get ready for house guests. Talk about what
you would do differently if Jesus were coming to stay at your house.
Read aloud Mark 1:3-4. Say: John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, spread the word that Jesus
was on his way. Part of our preparations for Christmas can include letting other people know
what Christmas is all about - the birth of our Saviour.
Light the first two candles on your Advent wreath and pray that God will bless your
preparations for his son’s arrival.

Week 3: A Week of Joy
The third candle on an Advent wreath, usually pink, symbolizes joy. Christmas excitement
is building as the holiday quickly approaches.
Read aloud Luke 2:10. Say: The angels made a big announcement on the first
Christmas, calling Jesus’ birth ‘good news’ that would bring ‘great joy.’ Everything we do
to get ready for Christmas can fill us with joy about Jesus. When we’re joyful, we, like the
angels, can help spread that good news.
Light the first three candles on your Advent wreath. Then let each person share one thing
they’re especially joyful about this Christmas.

Week 4: A Week of Love
The fourth candle on an Advent wreath, usually purple, is often called the candle of love.
Christmas happened because of God’s great love for all people.
As your family gathers to open Christmas gifts, talk about why we give nice things to
people we love. Ask: What are some of the most memorable gifts you’ve received? How
can you tell when much love and thought go into a gift?
Read aloud John 3:16. Say: At Christmas, God gave us the best gift ever. God sent his
Son, Jesus, to live, die, and rise again so we could live with him forever in heaven.
Although this gift required great sacrifice, God knew we needed Jesus.
Light all four candles on your Advent wreath. (If you have a fifth candle, usually white,
light it on Christmas Day, as the Christ candle.) Close in prayer, thanking our loving God
for sending Jesus as our best Christmas gift.

Resource: Children's Ministry Magazine

What is a Reverse Advent Calendar?
If you’re looking for a brand new Christmas tradition for you and your family, here is
an idea that is not only fun to do, but will teach your little ones some special lessons
over the festive season.
Reverse advent calendars work by you filling them every day with items of food or
clothing that can then be taken to a food bank or charity in order to help those less
fortunate that are struggling at Christmas time.
After gathering helpful items all month, please bring your reverse Advent Calendar
to the church and we will deliver your box to a homeless shelter here in Chilliwack
at Christmas.
Christ Lutheran Church has been delivering Reverse Advent calendars for the last 3
years. Let’s make this a fourth year filled with boxes that we can deliver to those
who need it most at Christmas time. You can pick up your reverse Advent Calendar
box on Sunday Dec. 1, and take it home to be filled.
What to collect for your reverse Advent Calendar:
• Canned protein such as meat, peanut butter, tuna, or beans
• Canned vegetables, soup, and noodles
• Breakfast items, coffee and tea
•
•
•
•

Canned goods such as fruit and rice pudding
Chocolate and sweets
Cookies and crackers
Chips and savoury snacks

• Dolls, teddy bears
• Pencils, crayons, paper, colouring
books
• Books
• Hats, gloves, scarves
• Make up, toiletries
• Baby clothes
• T shirts
• Bath towels, hand towels, blankets
•

25 Acts of Kindness by Kids for Advent
1. Donate a coat or sweater to charity (leaving a happy note in the pocket)
2. Make Christmas cards for your neighbours
3. Leave change in the vending machine
4. Sort through your toys and donate any that you no longer play with to charity or your local church
5. Leave chalk messages around where you live
6. Sharpen all the pencils in the classroom at break time
7. Write a letter to your sibling telling them why you love them
8. Leave a beautiful homemade bookmark in your library book and give one to the Librarian
9. Leave the quarter/loonie in the shopping cart next time you go to the supermarket
10. Deliver cookies to your neighbours
11. Tidy your bedroom
12. Write a note and mail them to the houses with great Christmas lights saying thank you for lighting up
their house for you to see
13. Sit next to someone you normally don’t at the lunch table and be nice to them
14. Make a bird feeder
15. Find three of your toys to give to the local children’s hospital
16. Pass on some of your books to friends
17. Donate books to your school library
18. Leave out water for the birds
19. Write thank you cards for your teacher, coach, Cubs leader or people that have influenced you in a
positive way
20. Help round the house without being asked to
21. Give a homeless person a blanket
22. Cook dinner for your family
23. Walk someone else’s dog
24. Give out a compliment
25. Hold the door open for people all day

Stewardship

November is Stewardship Month
Theme: DEVOTED TO GENEROSITY
ACTS 9:36 Be devoted to good works and acts of charity
The story of Tabitha in Acts 9: 36-42 is a powerful one. Tabitha, who is given the
designation disciple, was dedicated to good works and acts of charity.
We know that the Apostle Peter is summoned and comes at once. He prays for the
dead woman. When he finishes, he looks at the body and says, `Tabitha, get up!`, and
she does! This is the resurrection power of Jesus still at work in the church, and it is
the main point of the story. But to the careful reader, there is more. If proving the
power of Jesus was still at work through the resurrection of a dead body, well most
any body would do just fine. But it isn’t just any body. It is Tabitha`s life that is restored
- the one who was dedicated to generosity! Her ministry was so important that the
church could not afford to have it stopped by her physical death. She is raised back to
life to continue her acts of charity.
We can see generosity as life-giving, but even beyond that, we can see that for the
church to be the church, it has to be like Tabitha: devoted to generosity. Today, the
church is at its best when it practices the life-giving practices of caring, sharing and
generosity.
Stewardship is a whole-life, relational response to God and God`s abundant
generosity. It is an intentional and impactful deployment of our spiritual gifts. It is a way
of giving that flows from the heart in concrete ways in response to what God has
already done.

Being Faithful During Cold and Flu Season

Colds and ﬂu are typically associated with the cold weather, but it pays to be
prepared any6me. Here are some 6ps to help keep our congrega6on healthy when colds and ﬂu strike.
Stay Healthy Preven4on is always be<er than cure, so consider doing the following to help keep
yourself healthy:
• get a ﬂu shot each year
• drink plenty of water/ﬂuids
• eat a healthy diet
• exercise regularly
• get enough rest
• decrease stress
Prac4ce Good Hand Hygiene Sta4s4cs show that good hand hygiene is a ﬁrst line of defense against
germs. Wash your hands thoroughly:
• before handling or ea6ng food
• a@er coughing or sneezing
• before and a@er visi6ng with the ill, par6cularly if you are providing Communion, laying on of hands,
or other liturgical acts involving touch
• a@er shaking hands and touching shared objects
• a@er using the washroom
• a@er changing diapers
• whenever your hands are visibly dirt
•

•

Let’s pass the peace…. not the germs

To help keep everyone healthy during ﬂu season, we will pass the peace in a diﬀerent way. As you greet
each other, extend your arms and hands out to the person “Peace be with you”. We hope you will ﬁnd
that doing the “old things in the context of a new 6me and circumstance” will give rebirth to the Spirit
and involvement in worshipping God in and through community.

What is Happening in Sunday School ?
Actually, this is actually what we have been asking!
“What is happening in our Sunday school?” After a summer break,
classes began in late September. We were so pleased to welcome
a great group of students. However, since that time our attendance
has been very sporadic. Due to many of our students being
involved in sports, very often their schedules simply conflict with
being able to attend classes Sunday morning. We would like to
encourage our families to make every effort to support our Sunday
School whenever possible.
Christmas Pageant December 22. 10:00 a.m.
As we make plans for this year’s pageant, we anticipate
approaching many of our congregational members to have the
opportunity to participate in our pageant. This year we look forward
to a multigenerational pageant! Watch for details and
opportunities for you to be involved in sharing the Christmas story.
Christ Lutheran’s “best kept secret”!
Did you know that our church has a library filled with some
excellent study resources and many great novels? As the cold and
rainy weather approaches, plan to visit our library and check out
some books for your reading pleasure.
Our Sunday School library is located in our classroom. We would
like to encourage our students to enjoy the books on our shelves
as well.
Blanche Rostad

Local Church Upgraded to Cathedral
Visiting England this summer we went to the historic town of Bury St Edmunds. The local

church has been upgraded to a cathedral. They have built a new central tower using the same
material and craftsmanship as mediaeval masons. This tower looks like it has always been there. A
company was engaged to produce a Lego model of the new cathedral it will take six years to build
this model and we contributed by paying a dollar each to add a Lego brick. This LEGO model of
St Edmundsbury Cathedral, has been under construction for more than three years, is officially
one third of the way to completion.The project, which will comprise 200,000 bricks when finished,
is part of a fund-raising project which aims to help the cathedral develop and maintain its visitor
facilities as well as fund work with young people in the community.Having started in May 2016,
the project has seen thousands of visitors to the cathedral pay £1 to add one brick to the structure,
with 66,666 bricks having been laid so far.
Some history,
The name Bury is connected with borough,[6] which is similar to the the German burg meaning
“fortress, castle”; Old Norse borg meaning “wall, castle”; and baurgs meaning “city".[ This in turn
derives from the Proto-Indo-European root *bhrgh meaning "fortified elevation", with including
Welsh bera ("stack") and Sanskrit bhrant- ("high, elevated building").The second section of the
name refers to Edmund King of the East Angles, who was killed by the Vikings in the year 869. He
became venerated as a saint and a martyr, and his shrine made Bury St Edmunds an important
place of pilgrimage.
On Christmas day 855, at the tender age of 15, Edmund was crowned King of East Anglia.
Historical accounts note that Edmund was a popular and just King. When the Danes invaded, he
found himself leading an army into battle against them. It was during a forced retreat one fateful
day in 869 that he and his followers were captured, and Edmund was tortured and slain. Legend
has it that Edmund refused to renounce his strong Catholic faith, and thus died a martyr. Slain by
arrows like St Sebastian. The Abbey, which dates back to 633, was renamed in his honour, and for
the next five centuries, pilgrims from all over the world travelled to worship at the shrine of St
Edmunds. In fact, St Edmund was held to be the patron saint of England before St George.
A church has stood on the site of the cathedral since at least 1065, This church was largely
rebuilt, starting in 1503, in the Perpendicular style From 1959 onwards there was renewed building
work designed to transform the former parish church into a cathedral building. The cathedral
architect from 1943 to 1988 was Stephen Dykes Bower and he left £2 million for the completion
of the cathedral. Work started on a Gothic revival style tower in 2000; funded by the Millennium
Commission, the Stephen Dykes Bower Trust and others, the Millennium Tower was designed by
Hugh Mathew, an associate of Dykes Bower. The 150 foot (46 metre) structure was built from
600,000 bricks . Its completion was officially celebrated on 22 July 2005.
One church had recently installed a full size blow up dinosaur in the aisle to attract young
people. Another in Norwich cathedral put a healer skelter in the church Both to give a better view
of the ceiling & attract young people

St. Edmundsbury Cathedral

Millennium tower completed in 2005 with vault added in 2010
Bottom- Lego model

PUMPKINS
A lady had been recently baptized. When she went to work, one of her co-workers
asked her what it was like to be a Christian? She was really caught off guard, and
didn’t know how to answer. But, when she looked up
she saw a jack-o-lantern on her desk, and she answered, “Well God picks you out
from the patch, brings you in, and washes off all the dirt on the outside that you
got from being around all the other dirty pumpkins. Then, God removes all that
yucky stuff from the inside. He removes all those seeds of doubt, hate and greed.
He really makes you feel great! He carves you a new smiling face and then, He
puts His light inside you to shine for all to see!”

( Will you ever look at a pumpkin the same way again?)
Winn

Carols with Cascadia
Type to enter
Typetext
to enter text

Carol-singalong with
Cascadia Wind Ensemble

SUNDAY DECEMBER 8 @2:30 pm
Christ lutheran Church Chilliwack
9460 Charles Street
A freewill offering will be collected

Dates to Remember
November 23 10 -3 pm Craft and Bake Sale
December 8 2:30 pm Cascadia Carol-Sing
December 22 10:00 am Christmas Pageant
December 24 5:30 pm
Candlelight Service

