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From the Pastor
Grace to you and peace from God, Creator, Redeemer and Spirit. Amen.
I am writing this to you as I have just last night come back from some Continuing Education at
a Preaching Conference on “Preaching John in Lent during the Year of Matthew.” On four of
the six Sundays in Lent we will be hear four fairly long texts from the Gospel of John.
According to Karoline Lewis who was our speaker for the conference, we need to hear the
whole reading and maybe even add some verses which give us a little more context about the
readings. I am very excited about the possibilities for preaching these texts!!
February 26 begins the season of Lent as we gather together to remember our mortality and as
we are marked with the sign of the cross with ashes. We will be journeying with Jesus as He
makes His way to Jerusalem and His arrest and crucifixion. Through the readings for the
Sundays in Lent we will hear about Jesus’s encounters with a variety of people and how Jesus
uses those encounters as examples of establishing relationship with others. This is a reminder
to us that what we are called to do as siblings with Christ and in Christ is to nurture our
relationship with Him and with those we encounter in our daily lives. Perhaps we could look
at that as our Spiritual Discipline for Lent – to enhance our relationship with God through
more prayer and quiet time AND with others, listening to their stories and their experiences of
God in their lives and responding with our own sharing of those times when we felt removed
from God and when we felt closer to God in our lives.
I pray for God’s peace and blessing and challenge as we take the Lenten journey with Christ
through this season.
Pastor Dean
Pastoral acts since July 31, 2019
Funerals

Sept. 21
Sept. 23
Nov. 9
Nov. 24

Weddings Feb. 1

Helen Clausen
Shirley Klatik
Martha Mueller
Nick Raddysh

non member
no funeral service

Holly Hoskins & Paul Wilson

Welcome to our new
members at Christ
Lutheran Church! On
January 19th, Douglas and
Barbara joined our
congregation. Everyone
celebrated with cake and
coffee afterwards!
Welcome Douglas and
Barbara!

Notes from the Chair;
As this will be my last opportunity to write in the capacity of your Council Chair, I
would like to start by thanking those who I have been fortunate to work with. I would
like to thank all the counsellors and Karen Gehrs. They have been tireless in leading,
organising and managing the committees and congregation through a very
interesting year.
I would also like to thank all the committee members for their ideas, plans and
organisation. Without your eﬀorts, many good things would not have been
accomplished.
I also thank the congregation for their support in the eﬀort to build this church
community in activities that will help us grow in numbers, knowledge of the
scriptures and becoming a light in our community of Chilliwack.
I look forward to the AGM. At this meeting the committees will detail their activities
and accomplishments for 2019. Also, the committee reports will list goals for next
year 2020. Becoming aware of future goals will allow the congregation as a whole to
participate in planning for 2020.
In her summary of the last fiscal year, our Treasurer Karen Gehrs brought good
financial news to the congregation: “I am pleased to report that the year ended with
the least deficit in the operating fund since 2016 - $18,182.00.” I am hopeful that this
is something that will be repeated next year.
I would encourage all of you to attend the AGM and be active participants. Please
consider taking an active role in church governance and becoming active
participants in the ongoing growth of Christ Lutheran Church, Chilliwack.
Yours in Christ,
Klaus Werner

CHRIST LUTHERAN SEWING GROUP
GOOD NEWS: We have received a grant of $950.00 from the Evangelical Church in
Canada - Life fund.
Our group the Christ Lutheran Sewing club, has been sewing diapers & receiving blankets
& baby sweaters for CLWR for many years as well as making Banners for children being
baptised. In years past funds for this purpose has been donated by many women of our
congregation.
Although for a time the Baptismal banners were discontinued, we have decided to start
making them again since we heard that they have been missed.
The funds from the ELCIC Life fund so far have purchased material as follows:
$444.08
flannelette, banner fabric, pins
228.43
flannelette (1st amount)
42.65
dowels for hanging the banners
$715.16
Approximately $234.00 is still available for purchasing more flannelette.
If you are interested in getting together once a month with a group of wonderful people and
participating in this project please contact Winn Preibisch!
_____________________
Winn Preibisch

CLWR We Care Project
Since 1946 CLWR has made commodity relief shipments to those in need around the
world. Today the demand is as great as ever, and through the support of dedicated
congregations the We Care program is able to ship thousands of quilts and kits every
year. These gifts of love are received by those displaced by war, famine and natural
disaster, and are vital to the operation of hospitals, schools, refugee camps and
development programs.
Our contribution is to make baby layette kits. Soft, warm and practical baby bundles
for mothers welcoming their newborns.
Each kits contains:
- 2 light weight sleepers or gowns
- 2 undershirts or “onesies”
- 2 receiving blankets
- 6 safety pins
- 2 washcloths
- 1 sweater or sweatshirt
- 4 cloth diapers
We have some items leftover from last year’s donations, but in order to make 50 baby
layettes we still need:
55 sleepers (size 3 months to 6months only) (new or gently used)
55 receiving blankets
50 wash cloths
Flannelette has been purchased to sew the diapers & some of the receiving blankets
– Volunteers needed for sewing
There are sufficient onesies and sweaters.
There is a basket on the shelf above the coat rack in the narthex marked baby
layettes. Please place your donated items in the container.

Upcoming Event

Talent Show
with Baked Potato Bar Supper
March 6th at 6pm
There will be sign up sheets for talents
*** Please sign up if you would like to be a judge.
There will be sign up sheet for potato toppings
There will be a goodwill offering for General Funds
Please come and join in the fun and first social gathering of the year.
*** There will be prizes and certificates for all participants.

Sharing with our Community
In December, many of you donated items to the Reverse Advent Calendars. Some of you
ﬁlled up HUGE boxes! The Reverse Advent calendar “boxes” were delivered to Ann Davis
TransiHon Society before Christmas. When we arrived, everyone at Ann Davis came down to
the lobby to see what all the excitement was about! They were SO GRATEFUL! The items
were then delivered to needy families by staﬀ at Ann Davis. Thank you everyone for your
generosity!

Did You Know?
The Ann Davis TransiHon Society
provides support services for women,
men, and children including counselling,
advocacy, crisis intervenHon, and therapy;
and develop, deliver, and facilitate abuse
prevenHon programs. They also provide
refuge for women and their children who
are vicHms of abuse.
and their children who are
victims of abuse.

What is happening in Sunday School ?
Each fall as we meet as a Sunday School, we focus on the lesson for
that day, the craft which most times helps to expand our application and
understanding of the lesson - and the preparations needed to present
the telling of the Christmas story as we prepare for “Pageant Sunday”.
This past fall it proved to be especially challenging as our attendance
was often very sporadic. However, the miracle happened and our
students were enthusiastic, enjoying the opportunity to once again
share the story of Christ’s birth. Thank you to everyone that attended
and for enhancing the pageant by participating in various roles. The
smiles on the student’s faces as well as an appreciative audience made
it all worthwhile! Our “Baby Jesus” actually sat in the manger but soon
left, crawling about examining the gifts brought by the wisemen. Once
again, it happened!
And that is what Christmas is all about!
Blanche Rostad

Why don't we use alleluias during Lent?
Background
Based on the Hebrew word, hallelu yah, meaning “Praise the Lord,” alleluia has been
a word of great praise to God in the life of the church and was prominent in early
Christian liturgies. Because of the penitential character of the season of Lent in the
Western church, singing or saying the word "alleluia" has historically been suspended
during Lent's forty days. This period of individual and congregational reflection on the
quality of our baptismal faith and life suggests that the joyful nature of alleluia is more
appropriately reserved for our Easter celebrations when it is given full and jubilant
voice. An alternate gospel acclamation for Lent that omits the alleluia is provided for
in Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
The omission of alleluia during Lent goes back at least to the fifth century in the
western church. The custom of actually bidding it farewell, however, developed in the
Middle Ages. The hymn "Alleluia, song of gladness" (Evangelical Lutheran Worship
#318) contains a translation of an 11th century Latin text that compares an alleluialess Lent to the exile of the Israelites in Babylon. The text then anticipates the joy of
Easter when glad alleluias will return in all their heavenly splendour.
Along with a sung farewell to alleluia, some congregations have embraced the
practice of physically "burying" the alleluia. A banner or other visual presentation of
the alleluia is crafted and then “buried” . This ritual practice can be especially
delightful and meaningful for children.

Practice
When do we bury the alleluia?
Alleluia is appropriately bid farewell on the Sunday preceding Ash Wednesday (the
Transfiguration of Our Lord, also called the last Sunday after the Epiphany in the
Lutheran liturgical calendar). This is the last Sunday when the alleluia will be used
until Easter Sunday. The burial of the alleluia could otherwise be the culminating
activity at a congregational Carnival (also known as Mardi Gras or Shrove Tuesday)
celebration just before Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent.
How do we make an alleluia to bury?
A fabric alleluia banner can be created. Such a creation might be carried in
procession, but might just as effectively be designed to resemble a table runner in
length and width so that it could be rolled rather than folded when put away.
How do we bury the alleluia?
If a simple suspension of the alleluia during Lent is all that is desired, the "burial," or
farewell might simply consist of singing "Alleluia, song of gladness" (Evangelical
Lutheran Worship #318) as the Sending hymn on the Sunday preceding Ash
Wednesday. If a fuller ritual is desired, consider carrying an Alleluia banner as part of
the Sending rite. If a physical burying of the alleluia is desired, the recessional would
move to that location outdoors. Otherwise, the banner could be placed in a suitable
container inside the worship space.
When and how do we "resurrect" the alleluia?
If the alleluia was buried as part of worship on the last Sunday after the Epiphany, the
resurrected alleluia may appropriately be carried in a festive procession during the
hymn of praise or as part of the gospel procession on Easter Sunday. Accompany this
by joyful singing of hymns/songs replete with Alleluias such as "Jesus Christ is risen
today" (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #365).
Copyright © 2013 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. www.elca.org/worshipfaq.

What’s New in Worship?

The Worship CommiQee is a group of dedicated individuals who meet regularly with Pastor
Dean to discuss worship, plan special services, and review worship. If you have any
suggesHons or feedback regarding worship, please see one of our commiQee members:
Glenda Anderson, Rob Werner, Merle Pressau, or Cathy Preibisch. We have several people
on the Music SelecHon CommiQee: Sandra Bower, Merle Pressau, and Pam Pederson. If you
have a favourite hymn – please let one of our commiQee members know!
We love to have lots of people helping with worship, so if you would like to try your hand at
ushering, lighHng the candles, reading the lessons, helping with communion, or being a lay
assistant, please see Pastor Dean or call the church oﬃce. All ages welcome!

Worshiping with Children

The presence of children is a giX to the church. They are members of our community,
reminders of the vitality of the church and teachers of simple and profound things. Please
remember we want this to always be a welcome and safe place for the children and for all
people – how adults welcome the liQlest ones and pracHce healthy intergeneraHonal
relaHonships will shape their relaHonships to this place.

Epiphany

We are well into the season of Epiphany. For this season, we are using a resource from
Kairos to guide our worship called “Listen to the Children”. “Our hearts are torn the
deepest by the stories of injusHce to young ones – the memories of children in
ResidenHal Schools, of young Indigenous girls gone missing, of PalesHnian children
taken from their beds by OccupaHon soldiers, of children around the world suﬀering
under the wreckage of war, climate catastrophes, and colonial poverty. Hearing these
cries pulls us deeper into the jusHce seeking work, yet the cries of pain are not all that
children oﬀer. Our God listens to the children, relies on them, calls everyone to be like
them, empowers them. Spread throughout our Scriptures are stories of the Creator’s
care and aQenHon to the needs of children. In some cases, God calls children and
young people to be prophets or take a risky stance against human power. God
empowers the youth and they persevere. The season of Epiphany centres on Jesus as a
child to young adult. We are inspired to consider how a child, and many children, lead
us to transformaHon. These stories embolden our faith and inform how we listen to
today’s children. God hears their cry. God knows their strength. How are we called to
respond to these voices – in care and in solidarity?” (Listen to the Children, p.4)
Check out www.kairoscanada.org/epiphany for more info!

Coming Soon: Lent
Each year, the Christian church embarks on a forty-day journey beginning with Ash
Wednesday and ending with the celebraHon of Easter Sunday. It is a season that is generally
marked with a more reﬂecHve and penitenHal tone. We oXen think of it as a Hme of
preparaHon, growing spiritually as we get closer to the mystery of Jesus’ death on a cross, his
resurrecHon on Easter Sunday, and the life that we have because of that. During this season of
reﬂecHon and soul searching, there will be prayer staHons set up during worship, anoinHng
oﬀered during communion, Lent Photo-a-Day, services for Ash Wednesday, and Holy Week,
and an interacHve prayer walk on Good Friday. We encourage you to join us in this season of
meditaHon and self-reﬂecHon.

Ash Wednesday Service: February 26 at 7:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Service: April 9 at 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday Service: April 10 at 10:00 a.m.
Journey to the Cross: An Interac*ve Prayer Walk on Good Friday, April 10
4-8pm
Easter Sunday Worship: April 12 at 10:00 a.m.

LENT PHOTO A DAY
So how do you do this?
day has a Each word, think of that word as you go throughout your day.
You may choose to ponder the theme: “The Call of Lent” in your life and
the world through the lens of the word. Keep this word close to your
heart and mind throughout your day.
If you see something that resonates or causes you to think of the word
take a picture. (smartphones were made for this!)
You are encouraged to post the picture on your Facebook page or
Instagram with as much or as little explanation as you’d like and please
share with our Christ Lutheran Facebook page too!
You are invited to share your photo with Cathy at cjpreibisch@gmail.com
so we can share your photos every Sunday morning before the worship
service in a slideshow.
Stay tuned as we will be posting the words for “The Call of Lent”
soon!

YOUTH
We were bowling, and ate pizza. Nine attended? I think.
September we didn't meet. October we had 3 attend and made caramel
popcorn, and origami. We helped at the Music Concert for a youth
fundraiser
Cyndie Brears

Being Faithful during Cold and Flu Season
Colds and flu are typically associated with the cold weather, but it pays to be prepared
anytime. Here are some tips to help keep our congregation healthy when colds and flu
strike.

Stay Healthy
Prevention is always better than cure, so consider doing the following to help keep
yourself healthy:
•
•
•
•
•
•

get a flu shot each year
drink plenty of water/fluids
eat a healthy diet
exercise regularly
get enough rest
decrease stress

Practice Good Hand Hygiene
Statistics show that good hand hygiene is a first line of defense against germs. Wash
your hands thoroughly:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

before handling or eating food
after coughing or sneezing
before and after visiting with the ill, particularly if you are providing Communion,
laying on of hands, or other liturgical acts involving touch
after shaking hands and touching shared objects
after using the washroom
after changing diapers
whenever your hands are visibly dirty

Nadine has had a rough few months. In the past month, she's had to have 5
treatments of saline solution cause her protein levels were low plus a blood
transfusion because of low haemoglobin. She is still doing treatments and
says she is "fighting the battle hard". Nadine also is continuing her immune
therapy. She is a fighter! One of the ways we can support Nadine and her
family is by getting the meal train up and going again! Here are some things
to keep in mind: 1) Make meals that contain protein 2) Make the meals
enough for their family of 4 3) Meals can be delivered twice a week: on
Sundays and Tuesdays around 2 pm. Thank you all for helping out. Nadine,
Hank, Katherine, and Leeann will really appreciate it.
Here is the link for the Meal Train so you can pick a date right on the website:
https://mealtrain.com/94k7vo All the instructions can be found there as well
as their address and drop oﬀ dates and times.
Cathy Preibisch will also bring the calendar on Sunday for those who would
prefer to sign up this way. If you would like to donate a meal or gift card and
cannot drive out to Menkvelds - please let us know as we can help drive the
food to them for you.
Thank you so much for helping out the Menkveld Family.
Blessings,
Cathy

