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FROM PASTOR DEAN’S OFFICE 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!! As we begin Advent (on November 29), in preparation for 
Christmas, we are usually starting to look to getting things in our homes and at the church 
building ready for the coming of the Christ-child. There is shopping to be done, cleaning 
and getting ready for gatherings with friends, family and church family – there are presents 
to purchase or make, menus to plan, invitations to send out, letters to write. The list goes on 
and on. 

But we are in a different time during this era of COVID-19. We have had almost 10 months 
of very different ways of being and ways of doing things since March 2020! I remember 
sending out an email to the congregation cancelling the services for March 15, 22 and 29, 
and stating that, “we will re-evaluate the situation at the end of March.” Now at the end of 
November 2020 we are experiencing the “second wave” of the pandemic and we are having 
to continue with restrictions that we thought we were done with in the summertime. Except 
for those who are deemed essential workers, we now have to resume staying home as much 
as possible, getting together with only those in our household, continuing to wear masks in 
public and washing our hands as much as possible. 

Through all of this we have continued to try to stay in touch with others through phone 
calls, Zoom gatherings, emails and the occasional distanced gathering outside. I have been 
very impressed with the ways that many of you have intentionally reached out to others with 
kindness and caring, in bringing a message of hope and love into the lives of others. Even 
though the church building has been closed for all these months, the CHURCH continues 
through the ministry of so many as you visit virtually, pray for one another, help out with 
our online worship services. The BUILDING is closed but CHURCH is open and active 
through the ministry of so many of you!! Thanks be to God!! 

So, in this time of pandemic some of the committees of the congregation are thinking of 
other ways to be church and be church. The Worship committee will be distributing an 
Advent resource called “Don’t Be Afraid” and there will be an Advent devotion time 
beginning on Tuesday, December 1 at 7 pm led by myself.  For the Sundays in Advent and 
Christmas we will include virtual communion in our Sunday worship services. The 
Education committee will be providing links to children’s resources related to the lessons of 
the Sunday and they will be delivering Goody/Crafty bags to Sunday School children.



The Social Ministry commi2ee is inviting the congregation to make cash donations for a 
food hamper for a family in the church and/or for the Chilliwack Food Bank. 

Church continues online. Sandra, Merle, Charlie, Rob, Ken and others offer their musical 
talents for the liturgy. There are many who take part by reading the lessons and adding their 
voices to the worship assistants’ parts. The other parts of the worship service are recorded 
each week on Friday and Wallace does his magic to put it all together. Thank you to all who 
add their abilities in putting together the weekly worship services. If there are others who 
would also like to be involved in this part of our ministry, please contact me. The worship 
committee is looking at how we can put together our Christmas Eve service online. We 
continue to meet on Sunday mornings at 11 for our “After Worship Coffee Time” and 
between 6 and 16 people gather on Zoom for a time of fellowship and sharing some of the 
happenings in people’s lives and in the life of the congregation. 

There have been 5 deaths in the congregation since the pandemic started (none of the deaths 
COVID related): Nadine Menkveld, Ferdy Baglo, Lydia Winzer, Klaus Werner and Theresa 
Doerfling. Our prayers are for all who mourn their deaths and we are hopeful that, when we 
are able, we will be able to have a memorial service for all these saints of God. 

Because of the COVID restrictions and because of family circumstances two of our young 
people made affirmation of their Baptism (Confirmation) at two separate gatherings with 
their family present. Emily Werner was confirmed on Sunday, June 28, 2020 at her 
grandparents’ home in Harrison Hot Springs and Khalil Williams was confirmed on Sunday, 
September 20, 2020 at the Thoma Chapel in Yarrow. There will be more information about 
these events in the next News of Christ. 

As we go into this new church year, as we prepare for the Christmas story once again, I pray 
that all of us will find new traditions and new ways of bringing the Christ-child into our 
world once again. We have been doing things differently for almost 9 months now (which 
just happens to be the time it takes to bring a human baby to term!) and so we have 
opportunities to welcome this gift of God in the world through our caring for those around 
us, sharing love with those who are in need and spreading the Good News of God’s great 
love shown to us in the child Jesus. 

Happy New Year and Merry Christmas, 

Pastor Dean 



Social Ministry and More …… 

Covid 19 restrictions have affected every one of us in some way and will continue to 
do so as we battle the second wave of the Pandemic. And, I thank God that most of 
us are coping quite well in spite of the social isolation we are experiencing. 
At Thanksgiving, our committee made an appeal for food and funds to support our 
local Food Bank, and I want to thank you for your generous donations. Pastor Dean 
delivered 2 boxes of food and I delivered a cheque in the amount of $375.00 to the 
Salvation Army to be used specifically for the food bank. 

Usually during Advent, there are many opportunities at our church for you to donate 
needed items, or money to help make someone else’s Christmas a happier time. 
Although we are not meeting for Worship this year, we are hoping you will still 
participate in our “Advent Appeal” opportunities. 



Earlier this week, some of us participated in an ‘All Committee Zoom Meeting’ to 
discuss ideas about what can be planned and what has already been planned for 
Advent activities. And, this is what our committees are offering you this Advent… 

• The worship Committee is providing devotional resources to our 
congregation. They are available for pickup on Saturday November 28 from 
12-2 pm. Pastor Dean will be at the church during that time to welcome our 
“masked” church family. You may also bring items for the mitten box or money 
for the hamper or food bank at this time. 

• The Education Committee will be delivering “Goody/ Craft bags to 13 families 
for the Sunday School Children to enjoy. 

• Advent Appeal: 
     ——————————- 

Mitten Box donations may be brought to the church Saturday Nov. 28 from 
12:00-2:00 pm, and Saturdays, December 5, 12 and 20 between 11:00 am 
and noon. The items will be distributed to one or two community charities 
(such as Ruth and Naomi, Cyrus Center). 

Cash donations will collected during that time as well. You may make 
cheques Payable to Christ Lutheran Church and designate your offering to 
1. A Food Hamper for a needy family in our congregation or   
2. The Chilliwack Food Bank. 

Or, of course, you may designate some funds for each. 

Cash donations may also be mailed to Christ Lutheran Church. 



John and Blanche Rostad who live in Garrison Crossing generally drive to the 
church on Wednesdays and would be happy to deliver your donation. So if you live 
in the Sardis area you may find it more convenient to phone Blanche to arrange drop 
off at their place rather than driving to the church. 

As we were making decisions about sharing our blessings, I was reminded of last’s 
weeks Gospel; the parable of the sheep and goats … 

Matthew 25:34-40 

34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family,[a] you did it to me.’ 4 

May we all Be Blessed and Be a Blessing to others this Advent and Christmas 
Season. 

Berni Solheim for “All Committees”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%252025%253A31-46&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24046a


News from Worship Committee
Our worship theme for Advent is “Do Not Be Afraid”. The inspiration for our 
theme comes from the angels’ message in the first two chapters of the Gospel 
of Luke: “Do not be afraid”. This phrase is an assurance God gave to God’s 
people throughout their history, and it’s a message of hope God continues to 
give to us today. 

This Advent, we invite you to explore what it looks like to hold hope when life 
feels really uncertain, to bring peace in the face of fear, to practice joy when 
everything seems burdensome, and to choose love, when sometimes, it’s just 
really hard.

Advent-at-Home
We invite you to celebrate Advent-at-home this year! 

We have prepared 2 types of devotional packages: family devotional packages 
and illustrated devotionals for adults. Both of the devotional packages are called 
“Do Not Be Afraid” and are part of our worship theme.

Family packages contain weekly devotions with activities, colouring pages, and 
an Advent Calendar! Don't feel like you need to complete all the activities to 
have a meaningful experience for you and your family. We invite you to look at 
the material and choose what you think will work best for your family, and find a 
time each week to gather together for the devotion.

The adult devotional is meant to be coloured in and doodled/drawn on. We 
invite you to allow the illustrations and spaces for creativity to draw you deeper 
into reflection. We have also included a candle for you to light as you work 
through the devotional. It is our hope that the warmth and light of the candle 
connects you to God’s message and to your Christ Lutheran family.

We will email you a link if you would like to download the devotional and print it 
off yourself. If you would like one of our printed devotional packages, please 
contact the church or come by and pick it up on Saturday, Nov. 28 from 12-2 
pm (physically distancing will be in place!)

                                                                                   
 



Advent Services
To keep everyone safe and healthy, we will continue to worship virtually 
this Advent season. It’s definitely not what we are used to – so we have 
thought of a few ways that we can still feel connected! 

Lighting the Advent Wreath

Virtual Communion

We will also be celebrating virtual communion during our Advent services. 
Jesus and His followers used wine and unleavened bread, but you may 
also use grape juice and whatever bread or crackers you have available. 
Using juice is a great way to involve children while also being sensitive to 
anyone who might not drink alcohol. If you really want to use unleavened 
bread, a matzo cracker is a great option. If you can’t find grape juice, 
another juice will do. What’s important is focussing on the meaning of holy 
communion. 

Fellowship Time

And, of course, we invite you to join us on Zoom for coffee time each 
Sunday at 11:00 a.m. after worship!

Connecting with Others:

If you know of someone in our congregation who does not have access to 
our YouTube services and is wanting to connect, please contact the 
church. We continue to brainstorm ways to bring worship and connection 
to everyone in our congregation. If you have a way to share worship with 
someone over the phone, or in another way, please do!

                                                                             

                                      



Christmas Services
Christmas Eve: December 24
This year, we will be worshipping virtually on Christmas Eve. It will be a 
different way to celebrate Christmas – and although we will all miss our 
traditional candlelight service – we invite you to light a candle and sing 
Silent Night with us at our virtual service. Gather with others in your 
household to watch the service on YouTube or reach out to friends and 
family and watch the service at the same time from your own homes. 
There are many ways that we can still feel connected even though we 
are not worshipping in person. 
                                                           

1st Sunday after Christmas, December 27
Join us for a Service of Lessons and Carols on Dec. 27th. Tune into 
YouTube and hear all your favourite Christmas music and corresponding 
readings. 

Rudi and I are so grateful for the virtual services and although we watch in the 
afternoon when we have set aside some quiet time to watch, we’re not ready to 
invite you into our house while I’m preparing lunch for our Bubble, for a zoom 
coffee. Last week I prepared lunch and Susan came and picked it up, because we 
were’t sure about the restrictions.  I’ve figured out how to airplay the service and 
now we have a cinema experience, (I think, ‘cause we haven’t been to a movie in 
40 years?) 

	 Thank-you for all the work that goes into making this happen and it’s not lost 
on me, the consumption of time, commitment  and headaches that goes into such 
a project


 THANK-YOU



You are invited to join the online Advent Taize Service hosted by the BC 
Synod and the RC Archdiocese of Vancouver.
When:  Thursday, December 3 at 7pm
Use the following link to go online at event time.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrCiExDeATA3UiaW6ZgYB6w

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrCiExDeATA3UiaW6ZgYB6w?fbclid=IwAR237pEKxvzspQ_isbRKJfBoCgWT6w3cX8ADAzhAgDaegk353giLdtS8e8E


The Longest Night: December 21, 2020 

The Christmas season is not a time for glitter and tinsel, joyous gatherings of family 

and friends, or “tidings of comfort and joy” for all. There are those who are alone… 

those who grieve… those who have lost hope... those who need to give voice to the 

discomfort of their souls… those who need a guided time of quiet and reflection on 

the life-giving word of God. The Christmas season of 2020 will surely be such a time 

for many in our congregations and communities. 

“The Longest Night” is a pre-recorded worship service produced by the Southwestern 

Texas Synod for those with such spiritual need. It is being made available for use by 

individuals, congregations, or groups of persons who desire to focus a worship time 

on the hope and promise of God that came to us in the manger… and lives among us 

still… amidst the reality of life in this time of Covid, chaos, challenge, and change in 

the church and society.  The service, which will be professionally edited, will run 

approximately one hour in length and be available on the SWT synod website 

(swtsynod.org) by December 15 for use on the solstice (the “longest night,” 

December 21) or any time during the remaining Advent/Christmas season.  

 



How to Stay Connected with Your Church During COVID-19 

It may not feel like it, but there are some silver linings to this stuck-in-this-together situation we find 
ourselves in. First, we are literally stuck together. In the same house. For who knows how long. No really, 
this is good news. You have your devices, so let’s put them to good use. 

If you haven’t already, check out our Facebook page or our website: christlutheranchilliwack.ca 

You can also download our weekly service on YouTube. Make a plan this weekend to gather your people, 
dig into your secret stash of snacks (we know you’ve got one) and actually experience church together as 
a family. 

Here’s a few ideas to get you started: 

• Get up off the couch and dance to a worship song together. 
• Ask your kids what questions they might have about what you just watched together. 
• Model how you process information by sharing: “Hearing this made me think about . . .” 
• Lead your family in prayer together. Invite your kids to pray out loud if they’re comfortable. 
• Keep it easy and casual and invite honest conversation. 

You can also join us for our Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. Pastor Dean emails 
the zoom link each week.  

If you have any prayer requests, we encourage you to call the church or email Pastor Dean.  

The reality is, you are not alone. Christ Lutheran is thinking about you. Remember that no matter what 
you are facing, there are people that love you and your family. 

Do your best to stay connected with us and we’ll continue to ride this out together. 

                                                      



This letter was dictated to Laurie Benton from her grandmother Frieda Hanson

I was so pleased when I heard that Louise was going to do a newsletter.  Bless 
you, Louise! Someone brought a paper copy of the “News of Christ” newsletter 
to Cheam Village home and the staff put it on my chair in the dining room.  I 
found it when I went down for dinner.  What a great surprise it was connecting 
me to my church family.  Many thanks to whomever brought it over. 
 
We have not been able to have anyone into our rooms, we weren’t even 
allowed to go into anyone else’s rooms.  One of the ladies was at her friend’s 
door speaking to a friend and couldn’t hear what they were saying.  She 
stepped inside the apartment and was seen going inside and had to be 
quarantined in her for two weeks – so you make sure you don’t step in.  It is 
over eight months since I could have company in my place.  I saw my new great 
granddaughter Mia, through the truck window.  For a while family visited Cheam 
Village, with me on my second floor patio and the family on the lawn below. 
Good thing we had the phone to talk on too! I celebrated my 91st birthday the 
same way; family arrived in a three decorated car parade! In October, we were 
allowed to go and visit family in their homes.  It was the first time out to Doris 
and Don’s and I got to hold my little Mia, nearly 7 months old. We are very 
fortunate that we have had no Covid-19 cases here.  We have great staff here 
serving great meals. Some of the resident women are knitting and 
crocheting.  Good thing that we have TVs, computers and books to read and it’s 
always nice to catch up with people on the phone, a good visit on the phone is 
always welcome. 

 
I don’t know about Christmas celebrations this year.  I will probably be staying 
put and having turkey dinner here. May you all have a blessed Christmas. 
 
In Christian love,  
Frieda



 Covid Thoughts
 

1.   The dumbest thing I ever bought was a 2020 planner.
2.   I was so bored I called Jake from State Farm just to talk to someone. He asked me             
what  I was wearing.
3.   2019: Stay away from negative people. - 2020: Stay away from positive people.
4.   The world has turned upside down.  Old folks are sneaking out of the house            
                                                                & their kids are yelling at them to stay indoors!
5.   This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her dog. It was obvious she thought her 
dog understood her.         I came into my house & told my cat. We laughed a lot.
6.   Every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit. Pyjamas will have you 
believe all is well in the kingdom.
7.   Does anyone know if we can take showers yet    or  should we just keep washing 
our hands?
8.   This virus has done what no woman has been able to do. Cancel sports, shut 
down all bars & keep men at home!
9.   I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t touch him/her with a 6-foot pole” would 
become a national policy,             but here we are!
10. I need to practice social-distancing from the refrigerator.
11. I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to the Backyard. I’m getting tired of 
the Living Room.
12. Appropriate analogy.  "The curve is flattening so we can start lifting restrictions 
now” is like saying  “The parachute has slowed our rate of descent, so we can take it 
off now.”
13. Never in a million years could I have imagined I would go up to a bank teller 
wearing a mask & asking for money.
14. The spread of COVID-19 is based on 2 things:
 How dense the population is            and        How dense the population is
15. I will stay up late this New Year’s Eve. Not to see 2021 come in, but to be sure this 
year leaves !

Found on Pastor Freds computer 



Dear friends,
Get ready for a lot of emails from me today. There is much to share.
 

Hello Families!
 
We invite you to celebrate Advent-at-home this year with an Advent Family 
Devotional package! Each package has a family devotional, activities, an 
Advent calendar, and art supplies!
The theme for this Advent is "Do Not Be Afraid".
Don't feel like you need to complete all the activities to have a meaningful 
experience for you and your family. We invite you to look at the material, 
see what you think will work best for your family, and find time each week 
to gather together for the devotion.
The Advent packages can be picked up at the church this Saturday from 
12-2pm. To make this as COVID responsible as possible, the packages were 
assembled 2 weeks ago - so no one has touched them since! Also, we will 
have the packages set out on a table for you to make it easy to swing by and 
grab.
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Dean or Glenda Anderson.
God Bless!
The Worship Committee
 
Canada Lutheran Subscription!!

If you would like to renew your subscription or subscribe to our National Church’s 
publication “Canada Lutheran” please contact me ASAP with your name and complete 
address. The cost for the magazine is $19.49 and you can send a cheque to the 
church to cover the cost. Please make the cheque out to “Christ Lutheran Church” and 
put “Canada Lutheran” in the memo line. Or, if you are coming to the church on 
Saturday between Noon and 2pm you can drop off your subscription then.
 
Blessings,
Pastor Dean



"We thank all of you for your prayers, phone calls, acts of kindness such as gardening help, meals, 
condolences, flowers, visits, etc. over the past few months while Klaus was so ill.  Our family would 
not have come through this time without you love.
Please continue to hold us in your prayers
Blessings to all of you, Trudi Werner and family
The Celebration of Life for Klaus can be viewed on our Facebook page or under Kris 
Werner’s Facebook page.

 

 

Well done, 
 good and faithful servant… 

 

 

In you, Lord my God, 
I put my trust. 

 

Klaus-Burkhard Wolfgang Werner 
October 1, 1948 – October 9, 2020 

 



 
A Celebration of Thanksgiving for the Life of  

KLAUS-BURKHARD WOLFGANG WERNER 
October 1, 1948 – October 9, 2020 

Chilliwack Alliance Church, Chilliwack, BC 
October 28, 2020 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Dean Andersen 
Musician: Barry Waterlow 

 
Prelude – Klaus’ Favorite Songs 

 
Welcome and Prayer 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Song “Just As I Am” 

Eulogy - Kris Werner 

Song “As The Deer” 

Solo “Evening Prayer” Ann MacDonald 

Reflection – Rev. Dean Andersen 

Song “Lord Jesus You Shall Be My Song” 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Song “Amazing Grace” 

Slide Show 

Benediction 

Dismissal 

1 Corinthians 15: 54b – 57   
Pslm 121  
Pslam 42 V.8 
Matthew 25: 21; John 14: 1 – 3 



Klaus-Burkhard Werner October 1, 1948 - October 9, 2020 

It is with great sadness that the family of Klaus-B Werner, late of Harrison Hot Springs, B, 
announce his passing at the age of 72. Klaus-Burkhard will be lovingly remembered by his 
wife and soulmate Trudi (Traute) of 50 years, children Kristoffer (Nikki), Robert (Elisa), and 
Elizabeth (Dan); seven grandchildren - Lauryn, Keira, Emily, Kaitlyn, David, Gabriella, and 
Brooklyn. Klaus-Burkhard will also be missed by his younger brother Walter (Paula), and 
many extended family members in Saskatchewan, Ontario and in Germany. 

Klaus-Burkhard was predeceased by both parents, Edmund and Hildegard Werner late of 
Abbotsford, BC. 

Klaus-Burkhard was born in Podelzig near Frankfurt on the Oder, Germany at the time when 
Germany was still a divided country. Klaus-Burkard’s father Edmund fled to 



Berlin in 1949 and his mother followed him with 3 year old Klaus a short while later. The 
Werner Family emigrated to Canada in 1952 on the ship “Bieverbrae”with the help of the 
Red Cross which reconnected the young family with relatives in Saskatchewan. Klaus-
Burkhard grew up in Regina and attended Luther College and the University of Regina 
where he developed a deep interest in Social Work and Community Development. He 
was an avid football player in high school and loved the sport for the rest of his life. 

Klaus met his future wife and soul-mate Trudi in 1967 and always said “the moment I saw 
her walk into the room, I knew that I would marry her some day.” 

Klaus and Trudi (nee Kobabe) were married in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan on May 2, 1970. 
They lived in Regina while Klaus finished University and Trudi worked at Regina General 
Hospital as a Registered Nurse. After finishing University, Klaus and Trudi moved to 
Calgary, Alberta where Klaus found work in Corrections. Both Kristoffer and Robert were 
born in Calgary and in 1979, Klaus moved his young family to Abbotsford, BC. In 1983, 
Elizabeth arrived to the extreme joy of her parents and brothers and made the little family 
complete. 

In Abbotsford, Klaus-Burkhard worked for the Federal Government (Human Resources 
Development and later Employment Canada) for 18 years, then spent another 10 years 
with North Fraser Community Futures and his final employment was as CEO of Mission 
Community Skills Centre. 

Over the years Klaus served on many community boards including Salvation Army, Fraser 
River Heritage Park, Abbotsford Academy of Music, Chilliwack Symphony, etc. and 
chaired both Church Councils at Peace Lutheran in Abbotsford and at Christ Lutheran in 
Chilliwack. Klaus also had his own consulting company with his wife Trudi, TKW Creative 
Solutions, and together they offered facilitation and board and governance training to 
many not-for-profit organizations with good results. 

Klaus had an innate talent to see issues clearly, define goals and outcomes, mitigate 
disputes, facilitate growth in both organizations and the greater community. He always 
maintained his personal high values, his sense of integrity and his deep personal faith. 
Klaus was the person who would find the crack to let the light come in. 

Klaus and Trudi enjoyed travelling and made multiple trips to Tofino and Vancouver 
Island, tea Canadian Rockies, Germany, other parts of Europe, Guatemala, Peru, Norway, 
Mexico and the USA west coast. Over the years they went camping on the Oregon Coast 
41 times. 

Internment and a Celebration of Klaus-Burkhard Werner’s amazing but short life will be 
held on October 28, 2020. 



Is anything happening in the area of Education?

Passing on the Faith
 The Education Committee wishes to thank Frieda Corradini  for her dedication as 
she has kept in touch with all of the children who have been recently baptized at 
our  church. All of us who know Frieda, realize that if she is given a task she always 
steps up to the challenge and fulfills her obligations to the best of her ability. For 
many years she has mailed cards to the children helping them to celebrate the 
anniversary of their baptism. We wish to thank our very own artist, Leasl White, for 
making these unique cards! 

I am certain that all of us would agree that this is indeed a worthwhile program. We 
are in need of finding someone willing to fill this position. Frieda has all of the 
materials well organized and is wanting to inform a new volunteer to continue 
making contact with these families. If you are able to serve in this capacity, please 
contact me at your earliest convenience. No doubt these cards have brought smiles 
to many children as well as meaningful conversations in the homes upon the cards’ 
arrival. 

            On Line Sunday School
We are pleased to announce that Christine has volunteered to begin offering on-
line links to provide our students with the opportunity to become involved with 
Sunday School on-line. More information will be made available to our students 
prior to the beginning of Advent.  

No Goodie Bags??
Yes, there will be goodie bags delivered to the children! This tradition simply needs 
to happen as the children have been deprived of so many things due to the virus! 
Once again, thank you to Laurie Benton for making this happen again this year.

No Mitten Tree?
If donations of warm clothing are brought to the church for distribution, we will 
deliver these items to Ruth and Naomi’s.



DEUTSCH
Text: Martin Luther, 1534

ENGLISH
Literal English translation – HF

Vom Himmel hoch, da komm’ ich her.
Ich bring’ euch gute neue Mär,
Der guten Mär bring’ ich so viel,
Davon ich sing’n und sagen will.

From heaven above I come.
I bring you good new tidings,
Of glad tidings I bring so many,
Whereof I want to sing and say:

Euch ist ein Kindlein heut’ gebor’n
Von einer Jungfrau auserkor’n,
Ein Kindelein, so zart und fein,
Das soll eur’ Freud’ und Wonne sein.

To you a small child is born today
of a chosen Virgin;
A little child so tender and fine,
should be your joy and bliss.

Es ist der Herr Christ, unser Gott,
Der will euch führ’n aus aller Not,
Er will eu’r Heiland selber sein,
Von allen Sünden machen rein.

It is the Lord Christ, our God,
Who wants to lead you out of all adversity,
He Himself wants to be your Savior,
to purify you of all sins.

Er bringt euch alle Seligkeit,
Die Gott der Vater hat bereit,
Dass ihr mit uns im Himmelreich
Sollt leben nun und ewiglich.

He brings you all blessings,
that God the Father has ready,
(so) that you with us in heaven
should live, now and forever.



Hello all,
As we are coming into the season of Advent and there is much that is going on with church 
through this season.
 
News of Christ will be available at the end of this week. It will be emailed out to those for 
whom we have emails but if you know of someone who does not have electronic mail 
please, either run a copy off for them or let us know at the church office and we will either 
mail or deliver to those who need a copy.
 
The Worship Committee has put together an Advent Study and Advent Resources for 
Home. It will be available at church from Noon to 2 pm on Saturday, Nov. 28. If you need a 
resource delivered you are invited to contact Pastor Dean or Glenda Anderson and we will 
SAFELY deliver to your home.
 
Through Advent the Social Ministry, Worship and Education committees have put forward 
that we will be collecting cash donations for a Christmas hamper for a family in our 
community and/or for donations to Chilliwack Food Bank. Drop off at the church or mail 
cheques to the church and indicate where you would like your donation to go. During this 
time of COVID we are wanting to keep people safe and so we will not be accepting any food 
items, just cash donations.
 
I would like to know if there are any children age 12 and up who would like to sign up for 
confirmation class via Zoom. We will start this in the New Year and we will establish a time 
when we know those who will be involved.
 Starting on November 29 (the First Sunday of Advent) links will be sent to activities for 
children as a “virtual Sunday School lesson.” Our thanks to Christine and MacKenzie who 
will be putting these links together each week. The Education Committee will also be 
delivering “Goody/Crafty Bags” to the families of the congregation who have children. This 
will happen in mid-December.
 
If you would like to be a reader or worship assistant for our online services please contact 
Pastor Dean and he will add you to the list of volunteers.
 
That’s all for now.
 
Have a wonderful Wednesday and for any of you with United States background, Happy 
Thanksgiving tomorrow!
 
Blessings,
Pastor Dean





Dear family at Christ Lutheran, Chilliwack,
You are asked to keep in your prayers the family and friends of Theresa 
Doerfling, who died on Friday afternoon November 20. We ask that all who 
mourn her death will feel the peace and comfort of God’s Spirit with them.
 
There will be a private family graveside service and it is hoped that there will be 
opportunity to have a memorial service when circumstances allow.
 
Peace be with you all,

Pastor Dean

Here is a Celtic Prayer taken from The Book Of Celtic Prayer from Iona by J. Phillip Newell.

Closing Prayer
I lie down this night with God
And God will lie down with me
I lie down this night with Christ
And Christ will lie down with me

I lie down this night with the Spirit
And the Spirit will lie down with me

The three of my love will be lying down with me
I shall not lie down with sin

Nor shall sin or sins shadow lie down with me.

Helen
Lenz



The Advent wreath, or Advent crown, is a Christian tradition that symbolizes the 
passage of the four weeks of Advent in the liturgical calendar of the Western church. 
It is traditionally a Lutheran practice, although it has spread to many other Christian 
denominations.[1][2][3]

It is an evergreen wreath with four candles, sometimes with a fifth, white candle in the 
center. Beginning with the First Sunday of Advent, the lighting of a candle can be 
accompanied by a Bible reading, devotional time and prayers.[4][5] An additional candle 
is lit on each subsequent Sunday until, by the last Sunday of Advent, all four candles 
are lit. Some Advent wreaths include a fifth, Christ candle which is lit at Christmas 
Eve or Christmas Day.[6] The custom originated in family settings but has also become 
widespread in public worship.

A Protestant pastor in Germany and a pioneer in urban mission work among the 
poor, as the inventor of the modern Advent wreath in the 19th century.[9] During 
Advent, children at the mission school Rauhes Haus, founded by Wichern in 
Hamburg, would ask daily if Christmas had arrived. In 1839, he built a large wooden 
ring (made out of an old cartwheel) with 20 small red and 4 large white candles. A 
small candle was lit successively every weekday and Saturday during Advent. On 
Sundays, a large white candle was lit. The custom gained ground among Protestant 
churches in Germany and evolved into the smaller wreath with four or five candles 
known today. Roman Catholics in Germany began to adopt the custom in the 
1920s, and in the 1930s it spread to North America.[10] Professor Haemig's research 
also indicates that the custom did not reach the United States until the 1930s, even 
among German Lutheran immigrants.In medieval times Advent was a period of 
fasting during which people's thoughts were directed to the expected second 
coming of Christ; but in modern times many have forgotten this meaning and it has 
instead been primarily seen as the lead up to Christmas, and in that context the 
Advent wreath serves as a reminder of the approach of the feast.
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