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From the Pastor 
Grace to you from Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Amen. 
Well, this has been a year, hasn’t it? On January 25, 2020 Canada reported the first case 
of COVID-19 and on March 14, 2020 I sent out an email to the congregation saying that 
we were going to be cancelling services for the next three Sundays and we would re-
evaluate on March 29, 2020. Little did any of us know that a year later we would still be 
having online services, nothing was happening in the building, we would be wearing 
masks when we were out in public, we had to reduce the number of people we could be 
in contact with (“our bubble”) and that, at the time I am writing this, there have been 
around 757,000 cases and just over 19,000 Canadians have died from COVID-19. We 
have experienced the deaths of family members of our congregation, the illness and the 
on-going recovery associated with COVID-19 of a number of the members of Christ 
Lutheran Church, Chilliwack. Our prayers go out to all who have experienced the death 
of loved ones and not being able to gather with other family and friends because of the 
restrictions that did not allow larger gatherings of people. We pray as well for those who 
continue to heal but continue to feel the effects of the disease. We ask God’s comforting 
and healing Spirit to be with all who are in need and to let them know that God IS 
present with you and with all of us. 

There has been so much that we have lost in the past year and I have to say that it has 
been a struggle for me to not be able to visit with you, to bring communion to those who 
were home-bound (although that has become most of us lately!), to experience the 
celebration of Easter (the greeting of “Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!!) 
and Christmas (especially to see the light of candles filling our worship space as we 
sang “Silent Night”), to gather for funerals as we celebrate the saints who have died 
(and hopefully we can do that as a community of faith when we are able to gather safely 
and give thanks for those who have died during this pandemic), and also to see the 
baptism of the new saints who have come into our midst (“Let your light so shine before 
others that they may see your good works and give glory to God”). I have missed all of 
that and so much more. 



And yet…and yet we have so much for which to be grateful. We have been able to 
put services online and worship virtually. I am so thankful for all those who have 
stepped up to take some of the roles for our services – the lectors, the worship 
assistants, the ones who give the Children’s Time meditations, those who change 
the colour of the draping behind the altar and the paraments, those who make 
“special announcements” for some of the extra events that “happen” at the church 
building. For all of those people who have given of their time and talents to make 
our services a wonderful experience – I THANK YOU.  

I would like to say a special “THANK YOU” to Wallace Loge who has been our 
“tech guy” since the end of March (except for two weeks in August and then Paul 
Preibisch was our tech guy). Wallace volunteered his time and expertise to record, 
edit and upload the services to YouTube and the church website. He would spend 
many, many hours each week putting the pieces together, adding pictures, making 
sure that the words went with the sound and generally putting a special touch to 
the services that were being made available to the congregation and to a wider 
audience as well. Words cannot adequately express my deep, personal thanks to 
Wallace for his hard work, dedication and the many “after recording 
conversations” we had together. I would also like to say thank you to Lora, 
Wallace’s wife, because there were many Friday nights and Saturdays when 
Wallace was not available because he was busy editing the service. So “THANK 
YOU” to Lora for your willingness in sharing Wallace with us over these last ten 
months. 

We also began a Sunday Virtual Coffee Time at 11 am each Sunday morning. This 
has been a time for people to gather on Zoom and share some stories of what they 
have been experiencing in the last week, what they thought of the service, what 
was meaningful – just like our usual in-person coffee gatherings! 



Members of the congregation continue to make phone calls to check up on other 
members and just to have an opportunity to chat and to let others know that they are 
important. A lot of what we have been doing has been online and this “old fashioned” 
method of communication (actually dialing a number on your phone) is important too 
because there are a number of congregational members who do not have a computer and 
we need to reach out to those people as well. So, I THANK all of those who have been 
keeping in touch with others through this ministry. 

During Advent we raised funds for Christmas Hampers for some of the members of the 
congregation AND for the Chilliwack Salvation Army Food Bank. As you will soon see 
in the financial report in the upcoming Annual General Meeting, the congregation 
donated $940 to the Food Bank which was used to support a large number of people in 
the community of Chilliwack. You also donated $1200 to the Christmas Hampers and 
we were able to purchase gift cards that allowed 4 families in our church community to 
experience a little less stress with their families during Christmas. I never cease to be 
amazed by your generosity to those who are in need and there are definitely many 
people in our community who are thankful for that generous spirit. THANK YOU!!!! 

Where is God calling us as we look to the future of our congregation and our ministry 
here in Chilliwack? We are looking at a Zoom service for Ash Wednesday and for mid-
week services during Lent to see how that might work. Perhaps as our abilities expand 
with regard to using the camera and connecting to the internet we may “live-stream” our 
Sunday worship service. That may require the participation of more people in the 
production and we may have to wait until we are able to do in-person worship services. 

I commend to you the report of the “Re-imagining Church” report and the efforts that 
committee and others who have been enlisted from the congregation to participate in the 
various possibilities of renewal and redevelopment for the congregation. The three areas 
that the congregation identified as important to explore were: 1) shared ministry with 
another congregation; 2) redeveloping the property; and 3) selling the property and 
renting space for services. I invite you to continue praying for the congregation as we 
discern where the Spirit is leading us in ministry in/with/to the people of our 
congregation and the wider community. 

In the Peace of Christ, Pastor Dean



News from Worship Committee
Epiphany

When the days are short, the weather is cold, and the festive season is all but 
wrapped up, couldn’t we all use a little Good News? The Scriptures in the 
season of Epiphany are all about the identity of Jesus in one way or another, 
and with that, the identity of our God. It is a season full of “good news.” The 
Messiah has come, and his identity is confirmed. “Rabbi, you are the son of 
God.” (John 1:49) - Kairos Good News Resource

As we continue to move through the season of Epiphany, we are using a 
worship resource called Good News – Epiphany Year B Resource for Justice 
Seekers from Kairos. This resource has 7 sessions – one for each Sunday in 
Epiphany with prayers, a litany, reflection, and children’s time ideas, with an 
accompanying justice focus which shares hopeful stories of resilience and 
change in the face of climate change. We are thrilled to have the Social 
Ministry committee partner with us on the climate change theme: each week 
they bring us some climate change good news during our virtual services!
                                              

Ash Wednesday – February 17

Ash Wednesday is the day in the church year where we mark the 
beginning of the season of Lent. During this season, we are all invited to 
reflect on the things in our lives that may be causing us to be distant 
from God and distant from others. Historically, we have prepared ashes 
from the palm fronds from the previous year for use in our Ash 
Wednesday service. We will do this again this year – but have individual 
ashes for you to have at home. We have a labyrinth copied on paper for 
you with an accompanying activity that uses the ashes along with a 
scripture passage and personal reflection.  

We also invite you to join us for a virtual worship service on Zoom for 
Ash Wednesday. Stay tuned for more information.        

                



Lent-at-Home
We have created kits for each household for you to use during 
Lent. The kits have activities for adults and children, including 
adult colouring pages on the psalms for each Sunday, Stones of 
Lent information, a prayer craft for children, ashes for Ash 
Wednesday and a labyrinth meditation, and a paper palm for 
Palm Sunday. We encourage you to use the kits as you reflect 
during the season of Lent. Kits can be picked up at the church 
on Sat. Feb. 13 from 10-12pm.

Holy Week
More information coming your way for Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. Stay tuned!

Staying Connected
If you know of someone in our congregation who does not have 
access to our YouTube services and is wanting to connect, 
please contact the church. We continue to brainstorm ways to 
bring worship and connection to everyone in our congregation. If 
you have a way to share worship with someone over the phone, 
or in another way, please do! And, of course, we invite you to join 
us on Zoom for coffee time each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. after 
worship. Why not call someone up and invite them to join you 
during the Zoom time? There’s always room for more!



An update from the Committee on Re-imagining Church - The future of 
Christ Lutheran Church Chilliwack  

The committee, since it was appointed by church council in October, has held 
several meetings. We continue to further explore the three opportunities which 
were strongly supported in the questionnaire which was circulated in November. 

Sharing a pastor/ priest with another congregation. 
Redevelop our building to provide low cost housing, including a chapel. 

 Selling our building and securing another place for us to worship. 

Most recently a committee of four members from Christ Lutheran met with 
representatives from  
Peace Lutheran and Matsqui Lutheran in a zoom call to explore the interest and 
possibility of sharing a pastor. The meeting was chaired by Bishop Greg Mohr 
and the Assistant to the Bishop, Rev Kathy Martin.  

It needs to be emphasized that this was an initial meeting to discuss and explore 
common interests in ministry. No commitments were sought or made by church 
council or the committee. 

The meeting with Peace Lutheran and Matsqui Lutheran revealed that the three 
congregations have much in common. All three congregations trace their roots to 
immigration.  Matsqui Lutheran, which is one of the oldest Lutheran 
congregations in BC, has its roots in Scandinavian immigration. Peace Lutheran 
and Christ Lutheran were founded by German immigrants. All three 
congregations evolved from their roots, experienced rapid growth throughout the 
years but are now faced with a declining membership.  

All three congregations, throughout their history, have placed a high value on 
worship, Bible study, music, building community, inclusiveness, friendship and 
community engagement.  

Other similarities include; 
 Strong lay commitment and engagement in the life of the congregation. 
 Majority of present members are seniors. 
 A willingness to explore new opportunities for collaboration and ministry  
  



The Committee on Re-imagining Church - The future of Christ Lutheran Church 
Chilliwack  
continues also to follow up on the other two opportunities for our future in 
ministry.  

To assess the value of our property and the city’s interest in the redevelopment 
of our property for low cost housing we have contacted the City of Chilliwack 
and Real Estate agents. 

One of our committee members has enrolled in a BCNPHA - BC Non-Profit 
Housing Association workshop to learn more about what is involved in 
redeveloping our building in order to provide low cost housing which is much 
needed in our city.  It is planned that any redevelopment would include a chapel 
for us to continue to worship and hold other member functions.  

We have sought information from Catalyst, the not-for-profit real estate 
developer who assisted Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran and Oakridge Lutheran 
in their recent re development projects. We have also learned that grants may be 
available from the Vancity Foundation to assist us in exploring the 
redevelopment of our property.. 

These are some of the interesting opportunities we are following. As indicated 
earlier no commitments have been sought or made by church council or the 
committee. Throughout this process we will keep all members of Christ 
Lutheran informed .We hope this update has been helpful.  

We invite your comments and encourage your prayers as we continue to explore 
what God has in store for Christ Lutheran! 

Respectfully submitted 
Gerhard Preibisch 
Chair of the Committee on Re-imagining Church - The future of Christ 
Lutheran Church Chilliwack  



 

Reflection

This covid-thing is giving me time to listen and I’ve heard some things to reflect on,

Charles Darwin observed, it is not the strongest members of a species that survive, 

but the ones that are the most adaptable to change.

A teen-ager said to me,


Everybody’s dreams stop at the price tag

That’s enough to think about till our lock-down is a memory



COLDEST NIGHT OF the YEAR 2021 
Calling all WALKERS to parAcipate or those wanAng to donate to a worthy, important resource in our 
community! 

On Saturday, February 20, 2021, Ann Davis TransiAon Society is asking for your support in the Coldest 
Night of the Year (CNOY) walkathion and team CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH CHILLIWACK is registered! 

Ann Davis TransiAon Society has been one of our past recipients for other fundraisers and have 
expressed their sincerest graAtude. This is another opportunity to give generously as team CHRIST 
LUTHERAN CHURCH CHILLIWACK to this community service.  

Last year they provided bed stays and shelter for women and children fleeing from violence and/or 
abuse, but sadly, had to turn some away for lack of space or funds.  

Be a part of the soluAon in helping vulnerable people in our community.  

You can donate or register to join team CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH CHILLIWACK by going to the 
website cnoy.org or search Coldest Night of the Year Chilliwack 2021 and click on the ‘find your 
locaAon’ and type in ‘Chilliwack’. Click on ‘chilliwack’ and ‘donate to a walker or team’ on the bu[ons 
below le\, then ‘CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH CHILLIWACK’. Scroll down and there we are! Click on 
our team name and bu[ons on the upper right corner will allow you to donate or join.  

This year, there’s an opportunity to do the walk ‘virtually’, meaning you could set up your own 2 or 5 
km safe route right in your own neighbourhood! You can select any Ame or date in February to 
complete the walk and fullfill your commitment.  

DonaAons can be made by going through the CNOY webpage for donaAons made by credit card via 
Fundhub or by cheque made out to the ‘Coldest Night of the Year’ and mailed directly to the CNOY 
head office for processing at:  

Blue Sea FoundaAon 
260-659 King St. East 
Kitchener, Ontario 
N2G 2M4 

Any donaAons above $20.00 are issued tax donaAon receipts. Make sure to let Pam Boucher know 
that you’ve donated so we can post it on the ‘team’ goal! 

Visit the website cnoy.org to check out more informaAon and plan to get involved. Let’s do our part 
for our community, because….. It’s Cold Out There! 



MOOSE HIDE CAMPAIGN

This campaign is a grassroots movement of the Indigenous and non-Indigenous men 
and boys who are standing up against violence towards women and children. 

On Thursday, February 11, 2021, an online day of recognition and virtual participation 
will be held and everyone is encouraged to join. 

It is an opportunity to hear and share stories and support each other in this very 
important social society issue. 

There is an online Registration at moosehidecampaign.ca which will provide an 
opportunity to share in a ceremony, hear speakers, be involved in workshops and 
participate in a one day fast. 

Moose hide pins are available at Christ Lutheran church at the front entrance table 
display to wear in recognition of this important, focused event. 

Check out the website at moosehidecampaign.ca to find out more information behind 
the event in the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) and see photos and articles on 
past Moosehide Campaign gatherings. 

Engaging in the Moose Hide campaign raises awareness of domestic and gender 
based violence and helps to promote a commitment to healthy and safe spaces within 
families and homes. 

Check it out!         ☺ 



 Rocks for Lent

     It was a few years ago when our congregation first started doing 
the practice of choosing a rock from a basket of several rocks and to 

write on them something they would like to change in their lives 
whether it was something  negative they wanted to let go or something 
positive they wanted to attain. I was quite impressed with this idea and 

really took my time in selected the rock that felt really good and 
comfortable in palm of my hand.

     I have chosen different rocks over the years which I have laid at the 
foot of the cross but that first one I have kept.  It sits in the coffee 

holder in my car and when I’m  feeling down or overwhelmed, I pick it 
up and hold it against my heart and say to myself the first couple 

verses of Psalm 121. 
     1. “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills from whence comets my 

help.”
     2. “My help cometh from the LORD : who hath made heaven and 

earth.”
I usually substitute mountains for hills.  

     I do like rocks. I spent many lovely afternoons on the banks of the 
Fraser river hunting for agates and pretty rocks with Gord and many of 
the agates he would polish in his rock polisher. There are a lot of rocks 

displayed around my house. Rocks to me signify strength.
    Wishing you all a safe and wonderful Lent.

Blessings
~Merle Presseau ❤



 

Dear family at Christ Lutheran, Chilliwack,
I had a phone call from Leasl White today to say that her scheduled 

surgery was postponed indefinitely. Leasl is back home and will be in 
quarantine for 14 days so I am sure that she wouldn’t mind a phone call or 

two. She doesn’t have a date for the surgery yet. Leasl is in good spirits 
and says that things will happen in God’s time.

 
Blessings,

Pastor Dean



April 28, 1926 – November 20, 2020

On Friday Nov 20, 2020 Theresa passed away quietly in the afternoon. She 
was predeceased by her husband Walter, now they are together again in 
heaven. Theresa left behind her 5 children: Edward (Chris), Gisela (Leo), 
Erika (Dave), Heinz (Michele) and Walter (Laura), 10 grandchildren, 10 great-
grandchildren and 2 great-great-grandchildren. 

Theresa and husband Walter came to Canada in 1950. They bought their 
first and only home with 5 acres in 1958 in Yarrow which Theresa still lived 
until her time of death. She worked multiple jobs including on the farm. 

She will be missed by her family, many friends and relatives. She had some 
very special friends over the past several years that kept very close contact 
and we thank them for that. 

Also thank you to Fraser Health that provided home care for the past two 
years and Dr Page for the wonderful care and assistance over the past 
years. We would also like to thank many others who helped by phone or 
stopping by. 

Thanks to Wiebe and Jeske for assistance with the funeral service and 
Vedder View Gardens Cemetery for their comfort and caring. Thank you 
Pastor Dean for Officiating the graveside service and for your prayers and 
kindness.

Till we meet again, Love You Mom



 

Oscar Thoma, 

was Rudi’s only sibling, together they dairy farmed till 

2013,





 



 



ONE YEAR AGO


