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From Pastor Dean

Grace and peace to you from Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Amen.
As I sit to write this message to you, we have heard of the nding in
southeastern Saskatchewan and southwestern Manitoba of at least 751 bodies
of Indigenous people in unmarked graves on the grounds of the former Marieval
Indian Residen al School. This comes only a few weeks of a similar discovery in
Kamloops of the unmarked graves of 251 Indigenous people who did not come
back from their experience of Indian Residen al School. Many non-Indigenous
people have been surprized by the “news’ that this happened at the Indian
Residen al Schools while many Indigenous people have been saying for many
years that this has been the reality that they have been living. Children were
taken from their communi es and brought to Residen al Schools and many,
many of them never returned, and their families had no idea what had
happened to their loved ones.
I am wri ng this re ec on on Thursday, June 24, 2021 and as we look toward
Canada Day in a week, it seems to me that we as a na on are being challenged
to think about our own part in the journey to reconcilia on and truth and
healing. Our Indigenous siblings have experienced more than 500 years of
coloniza on of having their land taken and being placed on reserves where their
way of life was not honoured and their health was put in peril because of bad
water, bad crops, bad housing and bad hun ng – all of the elements that had
maintained the Indigenous way of life. That was all taken from them and then
their children were forcibly taken to Indian Residen al Schools and many of
those children su ered abuse on so many levels.
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I wonder, how many of us knew about the history of Indigenous Peoples in
Canada and what really happened to them in Canada’s history? I know that I
knew nothing of the experiences of Indigenous People, other than they were
helpful to the European explorers who came to claim the land in the name of
the royals of Spain or France or England. I didn’t know about Indian Residen al
Schools un l I was in my thir es, but I didn’t even know that these schools
con nued to be open un l 1996. The trauma of having the children taken from
your communi es, some parents thinking that this would be a good thing for
their children to learn skills that would be helpful to them as they mature and
come back to help their communi es grow; but many parents gh ng to keep
their children in the community so that they could learn their Indigenous
cultures and customs. As I wrote those words I was reminded of the words of an
Elder from the Sto:lo community who said, “Imagine that you are in your
neighbourhood and you sit s ll and listen. You listen and you do not hear the
voices of children playing and singing and laughing. Imagine the silence of your
neighbourhood without any children in it. That is what we experienced.”
As we consider the impact that Indian Residen al Schools has had on mul ple
genera ons of Indigenous Peoples, I would encourage each one of us to think
about how God is calling us to con nue to recognise that our Indigenous
neighbours are also called God’s people. Period, full stop.
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On Saturday, June 19 several people came to the church to make a “Heart
Garden”, where we made foam hearts and wrote messages on them in honour of
the 215 people found in unmarked graves in the former Indian Residen al School
in Kamloops. The hearts were a ached to a s ck and “planted” in the front
garden at the church. This was a way for us to say that we grieve with you at the
senseless death of so many people. If you have not already, I would invite you to
make another heart and bring it to the church and plant it in our heart garden. If
you wanted, you could plant it in your own front garden or lawn to show your
support and prayers for all those who are grieving.
In the name of Creator,
Pastor Dean
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Council Chairperson

Summer is certainly here. The days are long, it is sunny, hot and schools are out for the
summer holidays. COVID-19 vaccinations have proceeded well, and case counts have
dropped sufficiently to allow most restrictions to be relaxed. Many people are thinking
about travel (at least within BC) and visiting friends and relatives. So what does this all
mean for the Church, services and the future?
As you are aware, we have a special committee (re-imagining church) under the chair of
Gerhard Preibisch, looking at the future of our Church. This committee has been working
very hard in the last few months, considering both the future of the physical building, as
well as worship. In the case of the latter, we have been talking to both the Synod (which
has some interesting ideas) and to Peace Lutheran in Abbotsford, to discuss sharing
various things, including a Pastor and some administrative functions. Please see a
separate report in this edition for the details, outlined by the Chair of the committee.
The Church Council is somewhat smaller this year, with only six elected members. We
have therefore looked at more shared responsibilities, as well as streamlining and making
the committees which ensure the overall operations of the Church, more efficient. To this
end, we have combined a number of previous committees such as worship, social ministry
and education, into one umbrella committee, known as the Grace in Action Team (GIAT) to
take into account many commonalities and previously duplicated meetings and activities.
The Church secretary, Cheryl Tejszerski, left for other opportunities, and our long time
treasurer Karen Gehrs retires at the end of June. Thank you for all your years of dedicated
service, Karen. We will provide an update once future plans have been finalized.
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How do we envision the Church Sunday services as we proceed through
summer and into the fall? As vaccinations in the province have increased and
COVID-19 cases have decreased, the health authorities have considered
restrictions previously imposed on Church operations so as to keeping everyone
safe, to be less required, and opening the possibility for re-opening to in-person
services. The BC Synod has been very helpful in discussing these with the
Pastors as well as lay leaders. I have been privileged to attend the lay leaders
meetings, where not only the opinions of the Synod, but also people from
churches across the whole BC Synod can be gauged. The overall message is,
“just because we can, does not mean we should”. We need to consider a
number of issues before we fully re-open. These include the age and risk profile
of the congregation, as well as the fact that we are now in the summer season,
when many people are away and the Pastor will also be taking some vacation
time. There will be some shared on-line services and sermons provided by the
Synod, and we may also be able to share with some other churches. It is
probably prudent that we do not hurry into opening, but rather take our time,
and use the summer to plan well, and in fact make some changes to the
services we have been providing, as a prelude to a new era and way of doing
things when we do re-open fully, probably in the fall, perhaps starting in
September. This is obviously still subject to COVID-19, and we will need to keep
evaluating the situation through summer. We are, nevertheless, hopeful.
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So what of July and August?
Wallace Loge, who has spent many, many hours of time preparing our services over the last
fifteen months, retires form this task. Thank you for all your dedicated time and effort to help
make our on-line services one of the best! Your help has been so appreciated by so many.
Thank you also to all those who have contributed in other ways, such as music, reading and
children’s time, and to Pastor Dean, who has had to learn to speak to a camera, and
imagine the people, rather than seeing them as he speaks.
We will be trying something different over the summer, with some Sunday services in Zoom
format and others from the Synod or other churches in the Synod. We will keep you updated
on the progress. Once we are back in the Church, we are also looking at ways to continue
reaching those who for various reasons are less able to attend services at a fixed time on
Sundays. We are investigating some form of on-line link to enhance and compliment the
normal service.
The last fifteen months have not always been easy for many people, and we have also had
to accept many changes, not only in the Church, but within society as well. However,
amongst these are new ideas, new technologies and new ways of doing things, which may
well be to our future benefit. While we do not wish to discard things which are central to our
faith, let us remember that our Christian faith has withstood the test of time for over 2000
years, but has also undergone many changes, as society and its needs changed. As a part
of re-imagining Church, let us embrace new ideas and technologies to be better Christians
within ourselves and to others.
Let us continue to have faith and to embrace the new dawn as we move into a summer of
new hope.
John Bower
2021 Council Chairperson
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Welcome to the Grace in Ac on Team at Christ Lutheran Church
Chilliwack!
This team is an ACTIVE and GRACE- lled collabora on
of the Educa on, Social Ministry and Worship Commi ees
implemen ng the congrega on’s Mission Statement:
We strive to be a vibrant, inclusive, caring, loving, praying,
worshipping community
that lives out God’s Gospel in deed and in word.
Watch for exci ng, inspira onal, and restora ve
ACTIONS of GRACE
throughout the Christ Lutheran Chilliwack community
and beyond!
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“…because of the surpassing grace of God…”
- 2 Corinthians 9:14
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News from Worship Committee
Thank you
On behalf of the congregation, we want to thank Wallace Loge for the countless
hours, hard work, and his dedication to putting together virtual services during
the pandemic. Wallace – we are forever grateful to you and thank you for this
ministry.
Summer Worshi
As we move into the summer, we will be starting Zoom services. Pastor Dean
will post the zoom link each week via email – so stay tuned! When Pastor is
away on holiday from July 25 to August 15, we will be joining other
congregations in our BC synod virtually. Links and info will be posted on our
website christlutheranchilliwack.co
If we are able to do an outdoor worship service in August when Pastor is back
from holidays, we will let you all know
Worshipping in Perso
We will continue to follow the BC synod guidelines and Dr. Bonnie Henry’s
safety protocols as we plan when and how we will start to worship in person.
When we nally come together, we want to make sure we are all safe and
following the provincial guidelines. In the meantime, the worship committee will
work with the COVID safety committee for the church to plan next steps. Soon
and very soon, we will be together
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Honouring Memories, Plan ng Dreams
Wonderful to see so many come out to plant a
heart in the Heart Garden.
Please drop by and add your heart!

Celebrated in May and June, Honouring Memories, Planting Dreams invites people of all ages to
plant heart gardens in memory of children lost to the residential school system, to honour
residential school survivors and their families, and support the legacy of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC). The act of planting represents our commitment to
reconciliation.
For more info: https://fncaringsociety.com/honouring-memories-planting-dreams
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News from the Committee on Re-imagining
Church The future of Christ Lutheran Church Chilliwack
Good news - Sharing a pastor! Pastor Dean together with three members of
Christ Lutheran have met several times with members from Peace Lutheran
Abbotsford and Matsqui Lutheran to explore the benefits, challenges, and
ministry opportunities in sharing a pastor. The discussions with the guidance of
Bishop Greg and his assistant Kathy Martin have been constructive and positive.
Progress has been made! Although no commitments have been made, we now
have a council appointed steering committee of three members from both Peace
Lutheran and Christ Lutheran. The steering committee is mandated to discuss in
more detail what it means to share a pastor between two congregations. It is
anticipated that church council and the congregation will receive a report by the
fall. Matsqui Lutheran has chosen to withdraw from these discussions at this
time.
Good news - Redevelopment! Members of your committee continue to explore
the options that were identified by members of our congregation in the circulated
congregational questionnaire.
One of our committee members has completed a four session BCNPHA - BC
Non-Profit Housing Association workshop. The 4-three hour sessions plus a lot of
homework provided important insight into the challenges of redeveloping our property
in order to provide much needed low cost housing in Chilliwack.
Two of our committee members and Pastor Dean completed the VanCity
Foundation - Blueprint for Impact Workshops. These five-3 hour workshops helped us
to better understand the redevelopment process, access our capacity for redevelopment,
and define our vision and the strategy.
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We have also met and discussed our redevelopment vision with the planning
department of the City of Chilliwack. We were encouraged by the planning
department to continue to explore our plans for redevelopment as there is an
urgent need for affordable housing for middle and low-income families,
independent seniors, and individuals in Chilliwack.
As I reported at our annual meeting in March if we choose to redevelop, we
do not have to do this on our own. Grants are available from a number of
sources such as the VanCity Community fund, Central Housing and
Mortgage and also from BC Non-Profit Housing Association (BCNPHA).
We are presently pursuing with the VanCity Community fund a grant for an
initial feasibility study. We will continue to explore all options and keep you
the members informed so that together with God’s guidance we can make
an informed decision.
As we seek God’s will, we the congregation, will need to make some important
decisions about the future ministry of Christ Lutheran in Chilliwack. I believe
that Christ Lutheran is a gift of God in and to our community. Many members,
throughout the years, have given generously of themselves for Christ Lutheran to
be a living witness of God’s love in our community. Redevelopment gives us an
opportunity to establish a living legacy in our community of God’s love and the
generosity of our members. Redevelopment will also continue to provide a place
to worship where all people are welcome!
Respectfully submitted
Gerhard Preibisch
Chair of the Committee on Re-imagining Church - The future of Christ
Lutheran Church Chilliwack
June 22, 2021
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THANK YOU - Saturday June 19th was yard clean up day at Christ Lutheran. The
weeds on the south side of the church, would you believe, had grown to two and three
feet tall. We even had a tree growing through the back metal steps. A big THANK
YOU to Marny Pfeifer, Zeke Coelho, Henry Elzer, John Rostad and Gerhard Preibisch
for coming out and picking up the garbage, cutting down the weeds with a whipper
snipper, mowing, raking etc! The church yard looks much better. The congregation and
I’m sure our neighbours appreciate your efforts! THANK YOU!!
Property Management Committee
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Dear family at Christ Lutheran Church

We are committed to walking with our Indigenous siblings in their
struggle to be free of the oppression that they have had to and
continue to endure at the hand of the settlers in this land.

“Honouring Memories, Planting Dreams” which is celebrated in May and
June, invites people of all ages to plant heart gardens in memory of
children lost to the residential school system, to honour residential school
survivors and their families and support the legacy of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC).
This act of planting represents our commitment to reconciliation.
#TRCHeartGarden
You are invited to make a heart at home and come plant it in the heart
garden at the church on Saturday, June 19 from 10am-12pm. Art supplies
will be available outside for those who would like to make a heart at the
church.
Also, if you would like to make a donation to the Indian Residential School
Survivors' Support group you can drop your donation off on Saturday
when you visit the church.
Blessings all,
Pastor Dean

,


15

16

They say a rolling stone gathers no moss. And over my 93 years, I’ve lived in dozens
of different places from here to Timbuktu. Well, not Timbuktu... but a little further south
(Mt. Kilimanjaro). The fact that Ferdy and I settled in Chilliwack in the early 90’s, and
made Christ Lutheran our church home for so long, says a lot about the people here
and the warm hospitality we’ve enjoyed. But now, I’m moving again. It’s bittersweet
in a way, as it feels a bit like I’m going ‘home’. I’ll be moving to Thornebridge Gardens
Retirement Residence in New Westminster, just blocks away from the home I lived in
as a teenager. I will no longer be able to call myself a Chilliwackian. But you know,
this sprawling Fraser Valley town will always be in my blood. (Luckily, the mosquitoes
won’t. Actually, they knew enough never to mess with me!)
Of course, one of the reasons for downsizing is: it’s just me now. Ferdy passed away
of natural causes just over a year ago. Covid-19 precautions made it impossible for
me to visit him in extended care. But I could phone him. And sing to him. And I did. I
like to think that the strains of Elvis Presley’s ‘Love Me Tender’ and other songs raised
his spirits. I know that it did mine
And speaking of phone calls, if you want to connect, my phone number will continue
to be (604) 521-0149. If you call, I might even sing to you.
And now, I’d like to leave you with an traditional Irish blessing, which is one of my
favourites
May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be always at your back, may the sun
shine warm upon your face, the rains fall soft upon your elds, and until we meet
again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.
-Magda Baglo
Thornebridge Gardens Retirement Residence
222-649 8th Avenue,
New Westminster, BC V3M 2R2
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Dear friends at Christ Lutheran.

Donating to Christ Lutheran Church
Did you know that there is a new way for you to make a donation to our church? You can
now donate your offering with an electronic transfer.
Electronic Transfer (E-Transfer) is an online banking service from your bank or credit union.
Using your computer or mobile device, you can send your offering directly to the church,
without sharing any personal financial information. You send the transfer by using the
church email address: christlutheran@telus.net There is no need to use a security
question.
To ensure a tax receipt, enter your name and/or your envelope giving number in the ETransfer Message box. You can also indicate which fund(s) you want your donation to go to
here.
These instructions are also found on our church website.

Christ Lutheran Church: Instagram
Are you already be on social media platforms like Facebook or Instagram? These platforms can be
helpful for connecting and sharing. CLC has had a Facebook page for some time now. Our website
is active and updated regularly. Did you know we added an Instagram account to our social media
presence this spring
To nd us search “christlutheranchilliwack” (yes all one word). You will nd photos of CLC grace in
action, announcements and you can connect by liking posts and leaving comments for the
community.
At this time we have several congregation members following. Our youth have connected to our
Instagram page and engage daily here! We also have followers from across Canada including
several Lutheran communities.
If you are already using Instagram please come nd us and follow along. Comment and like our
posts, connect, ask questions! If you aren’t on Instagram and want to join ask a youth to help you
sign up, or contact kirsten.froyland@gmail.com. She will be happy to walk you through signing up
and getting started!
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Congratula ons to our 2021 Graduates!
We are so proud of you and how you were able to successfully complete your
Grade 12 year – especially during a pandemic! We wish you all the best in this
next chapter of your life.

Elijah Gray

Lauryn Werner

Graduate from
Sardis Secondary
School
This fall: star ng
Bachelor of
Science at UFV

Graduate from Sardis
Secondary School
This fall: a ending
Kwantlen Polytechnic
University to study
Journalism.
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Cecilia Forstbauer

Erica Byhre

Graduate from Sardis
Secondary School
This fall: studying
Poli cal Science at U of
Victoria

Graduate from Sardis
Secondary School
This fall: going to UNBC for
Biomedical Studies
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Church Cleaning - Saturday morning, July 10

9:30 - 11:30 AM

It has been a long time since the building has had a thorough cleaning, so we would really
appreciate your assistance if you are able to help.
Please let me know if you have a preference as to the area that you would like to clean
Areas to clean:

1. Sanctuary - vacuum oor and cushions, dust pews and con rmation pictures, dust and
clean high window
2. Clean Sacrist
3. Glass in entrance and narthex21
4. Halls, Narthex, Of ces - vacuum and spot cleanin
5. Mail boxes - dustin
6.Sunday School and Youth Room - vacuum, dusting, windows, chair
7. Library - vacuum and dus
8. Playroom and Baby’s Room - vacuum and dus
9. Bathroom
10. Dust piano and orga
11. Clean brassware
I don’t think we are allowed to supply coffee and goodies, so you may like to bring your own
coffee
We will supply bottles of water
On behalf of the Property Guys,
John Rostad
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Blessings to and for
so many !!

