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From Pastor Dean

Grace and peace to you from Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Amen. 

As I sit to write this reflection for you it is already the middle of September. I 
honestly don’t know where the summer went. According to a commentator on 
CBC Radio, the wildfire season in British Columbia started in April and has just 
continued on to today. We had that brutal heat dome at the end of June, and we 
opened the church building up as a cooling station for those who didn’t have 
anywhere to get inside to escape the +40-degree heat. Although only 3 people 
came, 2 of them came each of the three days, I had the opportunity to visit with 
those from the congregation who came for a two-hour shift each of the days we 
were open. It was wonderful to get to know one another a little better through 
this ministry. June 27 was our last recorded service and I want to thank Sandra, 
Merle, Charlie and Pam for the gift of music that they provided for our recorded 
services; those who recorded themselves reading the lessons; those who took 
changed the cloth hangings as the seasons changed and to Wallace for putting all 
of the pieces of the service together to produce the beautiful and worshipful 
services that were then placed on You Tube for many people to view. On July 4 
we began our Zoom worship services and just this past Sunday (September 12, 
2021) we began in-person worship again.  After a year and a half of on-line 
worship it was such an amazing feeling to gather with people in the same 
worship space, to hear the organ and piano and the singing and the responses 
from those in worship. It has been a long time since we could do this, and I hope 
and pray that we will continue to be able to have in-person worship. 
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All of us, over the last 18 months, have had to do things very differently than we were 

used to and we have discovered that we had gifts that we didn’t know about before. 

Some of us found out that we could do things on the computer that we had no idea about 

before the Pandemic. Some of us discovered a new hobby or began reading more. Some 

made a commitment to more prayer time and scripture reading. Many people became 

more consistent in connecting with family and friends and neighbours through phone 

calls or Zoom gatherings. With all of that change we were able to realize that who we 

were before the Pandemic is very different from who we are now, at this point in time. 

Maybe we have learned that we are able to cope with unexpected change. 

For us as a congregation there will be change coming at the beginning of October. With 

the work of many people in a number of conversations with our Synod Bishop Greg 

Mohr and Assistant to the Bishop Kathy Martin, with Special Congregational Meetings 

and votes at both Peace Lutheran Church in Abbotsford and Christ Lutheran Church in 

Chilliwack, starting October 1, 2021, I will be working half time at each congregation. I 

will be in each community two days per week and have a worship service at each 

congregation every Sunday. This will mean that we will have to look at what time each 

service will be held on Sunday morning, and it will definitely mean that both 

congregations will have to change the current service times since Peace has worship at 

10:30 am and Christ at 10:00 am. So, be aware that there will be changes in our worship 

times, the days that I will be available for visitation and meetings. 
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As Isaiah says of the Lord in Chapter 43: 
18 Do not remember the former things, 

   or consider the things of old. 
19 I am about to do a new thing; 

   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 

   and rivers in the desert. 

This new thing that we will be experiencing come October will bring changes and 
perhaps some challenges, but I think that we have learned over this last 18 months 
that we are more able to change that we might have thought and that as we allow 
God to work in our lives we will be able to continue to bring the Good News of 
God’s love for the world in our actions as congregations linked together in love. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!!! 

Pastoral Acts: 
Funeral service for Craig Lynch August 28, 2021 (held at Chilliwack Main Street 
Church). 

Funeral service for Jeannie Stagg September 22, 2021 (held at Henderson’s 
Funeral Home).
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What's Happening September 16th-19th at Christ Lutheran Church Chilliwack

Pastor Dean's Office Hours: 
Thursday, September 16 - 9:30 am - Noon
Friday, September 17 - 9:30 am - Noon

Sunday, September 19th, 10:00am: "Welcome Back Celebration Sunday with 
Blessing of the Backpacks”
   As children and youth return to school, we have a special backpack tag for them 
(and for anyone who works in schools!). 
Bring your backpack or school bag to be blessed at the service! We also invite you to 
take a tag for any special children
(or grandchildren) in your life. COVID protocols will be observed with masks and 
distancing. We will keep masks on during worship
and you may sing softly with your mask on. There will be no communion for the time 
being and you are asked to share the peace
from a distance and without contact.

As we look toward Oct. 1 and Pastor Dean moving to half time ministry at Christ, 
Chilliwack and Peace, Abbotsford there will be some changes coming. We will be 
looking at a change to our worship time. Look to this communication next week for 
more information.

Stay tuned for more grace-filled happenings!

Christ Lutheran Church
Charles Street, Chilliwack, BC V2P 6H7
Phone: 604-795-3864
Pastor Dean Andersen: 604-845-3864
Email: christlutheranchillipastor@gmail.com
Webpage: www.christlutheranchilliwack.com

mailto:christlutheranchillipastor@gmail.com
http://www.christlutheranchilliwack.com/
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TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH CHILLIWACK 

We have reached the end of summer, and it is soon to be back to school and back to work for 
those who may have been on vacation. Sometime in September was originally thought to be a 
good time to return to regular in-person services. However, despite high vaccination rates in BC, 
we have seen a sharp rise in COVID infections in recent weeks. We need to carefully evaluate the 
risk in deciding whether to return yet, and if so, what format the service will take and what 
restrictions there may be. These evaluations are being done, and advice of Synod will also be 
taken. By the time you receive the news letter, we should have a decision on how best to continue, 
and will advise everyone accordingly. 

The other important information relates to the changes to take place from the start of October. You 
will have received the documents recently sent to you regarding the discussions we have had with 
Peace Lutheran in Abbotsford and the Synod with the intent to share various functions and 
especially Pastor Dean. For those who were not able to connect to the congregational meeting on 
Sunday 22 August, the motion to accept the sharing of Pastor Dean and various other functions 
with Peace Lutheran was overwhelmingly accepted, with no negative votes and one abstention. 
Peace Lutheran had the same response from their congregation. During the next month the details 
will be worked out, so that we can start the new sharing process in October. There will be services 
for both congregations each Sunday, and Pastor Dean will be in his office in Chilliwack for two 
days per week, and in Abbotsford for two days per week. In any emergency situation, the care 
anyone needs will clearly take preference. It is intended that the arrangement be to the advantage 
of the two congregations, and we will seek to enhance the benefits to not only our congregations, 
but also our environment and the people we can serve in the communities. The progress will be 
evaluated after three months and again after six  months, and any changes needed can be made.  

The Grace In Action Team is hard at work with many new ideas for the next few months, and we 
can look forward to some interesting services and events, to be done with safety of all in mind at 
the same time. 

As far as the future of the physical building is concerned, an economic feasibility study relating to 
possible re-development will be done in the next few months, after which more definite decisions 
can be made.  

We are entering an exciting new chapter of our lives at Christ Lutheran. Let us always listen to 
God, embrace the changes that God is leading us to, and continue to have faith. 

John Bower 
2021  Council Chairperson



8

message to all members concerning re-opening on Sunday 12 
September

To all members of Christ Lutheran Church Chilliwack,

The summer months have now come to an end, and for some time the Council has 
been considering the possibility of opening the church for in-person worship again. 
Although COVID has not disappeared, we are in a very different place in the Province 
compared to earlier in the year. Vaccination rates have been high, and data indicates 
the majority of serious infections limited to unvaccinated people. At this time the 
Province is allowing worship services. We have, nevertheless, done a careful risk 
analysis before considering opening the church for worship, as we uphold an ethic of 
care for everyone. We have therefore proceeded with caution. Together with the 
advice from our COVID committee, we have a set of protocols to ensure the safety of 
all who come to worship at Christ Lutheran. Please see the attached file for the 
details.

Therefore, we are pleased to invite all who would like to attend in-person worship 
again, to our first in-person service since the start of the pandemic, this Sunday, 12 
September at 10am. To start with we will have services a little shorter than usual, 
without communion and some restrictions to keep everyone safe. We look forward to 
welcoming all who would like to once again worship together. If you are not quite 
ready, we fully understand, and will welcome you whenever you are ready.

We look forward to welcoming you on Sunday.

The Council, Christ Lutheran Church, Chilliwack
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Back to In-Person Church- Doing our Part to Keep Safe 

We will soon resume in-person worship at 10 am on Sunday mornings at Christ Lutheran 
Church. 
We are attempting to provide as safe a space as possible for your return to worship. Our 
Covid committee has developed a plan based on Provincial guidelines and orders that 
Church Council believes will keep our church family safe and healthy. Each one of us needs 
to do our part to achieve this. 

For the health and safety of all people: 

• We will enter the church via the front glass doors and exit out the side doors. 
• We will self-assess and stay home if we feel sick. 
• We will sanitize our hands before entering the church. 
• We (age 6 and older) will wear a mask properly at all times while indoors, unless 

medically unable to do so. Masks will be made available. 
• We will maintain physical distancing as much as possible. We will sit together in family 

groups and leave every second pew open. 
• We will encourage each other to become vaccinated. At least one vaccination is 

recommended. 
• We will invite families with small children and the unvaccinated to sit closer to the 

back to help protect them. 
• We will be opening the windows as weather permits and we will keep the fans running 

during the service to improve airflow. 
• We will sing or hum hymns quietly, keeping our masks on.  
• We will not be having communion in the near future. We will have communion when it 

is safe to do so. 
• We will refrain from socializing indoors and from shaking hands, hugging etc. 
• We will not be having coffee or fellowship indoors after worship, but may visit 

responsibly outdoors. 

We recognize that this is still a very uncertain time in this pandemic but we are attempting to 
provide the safest atmosphere that we possibly can while striving to provide for our spiritual 
needs.  
E-mail updates will be sent as the status of faith community protocols change. 

From Christ Lutheran Church Council
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News From The Worship Committee

Worshipping in Person – Yes!

We continue to follow the BC synod guidelines and Dr. Bonnie Henry’s 
safety protocols as we return to in-person worship. Sunday September 
19th was our Big Welcome Back Sunday! We continue to encourage 
everyone to get vaccinated, wear masks, observe physical distancing, and 
to stay home if they are feeling sick. Thank you for doing your part!

Because we want everyone to be healthy and safe, we will show our love 
for each other by:

• Waiting until we can plan a safe way to have communion
• Sharing the peace from our pews and without physical contact 

(soon we will be able to hug and shake hands we hope!)
• Entering and exiting from different doors
• Staggering ourselves in the pews to physical distance
• Singing softly or humming with our masks on

New time to Worship:
 Our worship times will be changing as we adjust to the shared 
ministry with Peace Lutheran. Adjusting the time of our service 
slightly will allow Pastor Dean to do 2 worship services each 
Sunday – at our church and at Peace Lutheran in Abbotsford. 
Please stay tuned as we try out a new time for worship. 
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Sundays this Fall:
We have some special themes happening this fall as well as our regular 
Sunday services:

Sept. 19: Blessing of the Backpacks - As our children and youth 
return to school, we have a special backpack tag for them (and for 
anyone who works in schools!). Bring your backpack or school bag to 
be blessed at the service!

Sept. 26: Orange Shirt Sunday – We invite everyone to wear 
orange shirts in honour of Orange Shirt Day (Sept. 30), our national 
Day of Reconciliation. This is a time to honour the survivors of 
residential schools and acknowledge the history and legacy of the 
residential school system and all year long as well. 

Oct. 17, 24, and Nov. 14, 21: “I’ve Been Meaning to Ask” - 
These four Sundays we will use a worship resource that focuses on 4 
guiding questions that center on community. These questions will lead 
us deeper into connection with God and one another. Each Sunday we 
will plan our worship around one question. We hope this series helps us 
disrupt assumptions, cultivate curiosity, foster listening, find deeper 
connections to one another, and help us strengthen our capacity for 
empathy and compassion. Stay tuned!

Oct. 31: Reformation Sunday – We invite everyone to wear red 
as we celebrate Reformation Sunday!



12

Tentatively Scheduled Themes and Events for September 2021 

The Grace in Action Team met on September 2 to discuss possible upcoming themes and 
events as we look forward to “in person” church in the fall, and to a new and exciting shared 
Ministry with Peace Lutheran Church in October.  

For your information, listed below is a tentative schedule for September themes and events. 
It is a “tentative” list because with the increase in the number of Covid cases in Canada right 
now, we don’t know exactly how protocols will change from week to week. Keeping our 
church family safe is at the forefront of our planning sessions. You will be receiving weekly 
email updates on exactly what will be happening each week in September. 

The List: Tentative, but hopeful 

Friday, Sept. 10: Special zoom event from 7-9pm about Reconciliation to support us as we 
prepare for “Orange Shirt Day”. Recorded Guest Speaker Rev. Rosalyn Kantlah^nta’ Elm, 
Archdeacon of truth and reconciliation and indigenous ministries, will lead us in discussion about 
how Gospel teachings can lead us from a place of settler to sojourner; from an interpretation of 
dominion and power to one of radical hope and love of other. 

Sunday, September 12: we are hoping that this will be our first in person service, but we 
may not begin until September 19.  

Sunday, September 19: Welcome Back with a Blessing of the Back Packs 

Sunday, September 26: Orange Shirt Day Sunday. Orange shirts to remember all who 
attended residential schools are available at the Sto:lo gift shop located on Vedder Road. It 
is located behind the main building. A plain orange top is appropriate too. 

Thursday, September 30: Orange Shirt day Awareness Event being held at Central Park 
from 11am to 1pm. See poster and bring your own chairs.  

Thursday, September 30: Truth Marking Walk to remember the children buried at 
residential schools sites (see poster). Gather at Sto:lo Nation at 5pm for a 2.71km walk. 

Final Event Announcement: If you are interested, you may sign up. 

The Chilliwack Chamber of Commerce is offering an online Indigenous Education 
Training Series. This Series is three parts, and you must be available for all three dates to 
participate:  (Sept 20, 27, Oct.4 ) https://chilliwackeconomicresourcenetwork.com/event/
cultural-safety-training-3-part-series/ 

Submitted by Berni Solheim



13

8/22/2021 64753f03-b713-c9b1-7e5a-6501be6e5a4c.jpg (2550×3300)

https://mcusercontent.com/4916fe8cc2c72a6dc6843b96a/images/64753f03-b713-c9b1-7e5a-6501be6e5a4c.jpg 1/1



14

A Day For Survivors To Be Reaffirmed That They Matter

Thursday, September 30th 2021
10am - 1pm 
Chilliwack Central Park (Circle Park)
Bring Your Own Seating 

We Encourage Everyone to Listen to the Stories of

Survivors, and Remember Those That Didn’t Make It

Gather With Us As We...

Commemorate The Residential School Experience

Witness and Honour the Healing Journey of the Survivors

Commit to the Ongoing Process of Reconciliation

"Every Child Matters, Even If They Are An Adult, From
Now On" 
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Na#onal Worship Conference  

Report by Cathy Preibisch 

This summer, I a6ended the Na:onal Worship Conference for 2 days. The conference was 
online – and this was great for me: there were no travel expenses!  

This was also my first ever worship conference – and it was truly amazing. A few days before 
the conference started, I received a small package in my mailbox with li6le items for the 
conference: a pair of cozy socks, a candle to light during worship, some candy and tea, a 
pen, and a note pad. I couldn’t wait for the conference to start! 

The theme of the conference was “Disrup:on & Grace: Learning Edges in Liminal Times”. 
The 2 co-chairs hosted the conference, helped us navigate the online plaTorm called 
“pheedloop”, and kept everything running smoothly. Throughout the conference, the co-
chairs would announce gamifica:on points that everyone could enter and then later collect 
prizes. Bishop Michael Pryse seemed to always be in the lead! 

Highlights of the conference included Opening Worship with Archbishop Mark Macdonald 
and the keynote with Rev. Rosalyn Kantlah^nta’Elm en:tled “The Disrup:on of Jesus: The 
Gospel and Revolu:onizing the Journey from Se6ler to Sojourner”. 

I also a6ended two wonderful sessions. The first was about labyrinths and how they are a 
place for prayer, reflec:on, and community building. I was so inspired that I hope we can 
create our own labyrinth at Christ Lutheran someday soon. The second session was a music 
session called “Making Music in Unusual Times”. We explored paperless music and its 
power to deepen community and bring our bodies, minds, and hearts together even across 
divisions.  
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The worship services embodied the conference theme of Disrup:on & Grace. The 
opening service was in the form of a lament, in which we confessed the reality of 
what this pandemic has been and admi6ed the disrup:on which has formed our 
lives over the last 16 months. The closing worship embraced bap:smal themes, 
drawing on images of water, and pointed us to the unity we share in Christ as we 
marked the 20th anniversary of the Waterloo Declara:on. The liturgy sounded a 
note of hope as we reoriented ourselves to the assurance of God’s promised 
future, a reality out of which we can live today.  

Thank you for the opportunity to a6end the Na:onal Worship Conference! I look 
forward to sharing the liturgies, prayers, and music resources with you all in our 
worship services this coming year. 
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Dear family at Christ Lutheran,
Helen Lenz has made a request to the congregation. Helen writes:

Our daughter is coming for a visit Sept 26 for 2 weeks leaving Oct 9 thanksgiving 
weekend. 
My predicament: I need a pack and play playpen for one of the babies to sleep in or 
a crib loan of course. I could also do with a high chair, a jolly jumper, 2 lounge 
chairs. All loans for 2 weeks. Maybe there is a family in the congregation not using 
such equipment right now.
Thanks, Helen

If you are able to help Helen with these items please contact her at 604-793-9469 
or email at srhelenjoseph@telus.net

Thank you all,
Pastor Dean

Friedrich Hebbel  
Herbstbild

Dies ist ein Herbsttag, wie ich keinen sah!
Die Luft ist still, als atmete man kaum,

Und dennoch fallen raschelnd, fern und nah,
die schönsten Früchte ab von jedem Baum.

O stört sie nicht, die Feier der Natur!
Dies ist die Lese, die sie selber hält,

Denn heute löst sich von den Zweigen nur,
Was vor dem milden Strahl der Sonne fällt.

mailto:srhelenjoseph@telus.net
https://gedichte.levrai.de/gedichte_von/hebbel_friedrich_hebbel_gedichte.htm
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